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Chateau Cantemerle 
 
 
Another 1855 classified AOC Haut-Médoc wine (there are only three of them, 
out of 60 from the Médoc in total), this Fifth Growth is also located just to the 
south of Margaux, within walking distance of La Lagune. It is also one of the 
oldest properties in this part of Bordeaux – there were vines here right back in 
1354, way before most of its neighbours. 
 
Since, December 1980, Cantemerle has been owned by insurance company 
the SMABTP Group, and is headed up by Philippe Dambrine. When they 
bought it, the vineyard had just 20 hectares in production, but has since grown 
to 87 hectares of vines. These are planted at a density of 9600 plants per 
hectare to 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot and 5% 
Cabernet Franc (this last variety has been brought down considerably over 
the last decade, as at one point it represented a full 23% of the vineyard). The 
vineyard has not entirely cut into the beautiful park around the estate 
thankfully – it contains many rare species of trees and plants, and was laid out 
by Louis-Bernard Fischer, one of the 19th century’s most celebrated garden 
designers, who also created the Jardin Public in downtown Bordeaux. 
Back to the wine, and in the cellars, there are truncated conical oak vats 
(some built from the best staves of the original vats before SMABTP’s 
purchase) for the old vines, together with a mix of stainless steel for 
the  young vines and cement tanks for blending. 
 
Fairly unusually for classified Bordeaux, in most vintages there is a light fining 
but no filtration before bottling, and new oak is kept to no more than 50%, to 
ensure subtle toasted flavours without overpowering the fruit. 
 
The second wine, Les Allées de Cantemerle, comes from the younger vines. 
Production ranges from 400,000-580,00 bottles, depending on vintage. 
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