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VINTAGE OVERVIEW 
 
 
Overall, I would say this has been an interesting, intellectually challenging 
year to taste. These are very physical wines, three dimensional in the best 
examples, and time and again I found myself writing about texture, angles, 
depth, length, width. It's an architect's vintage, where the winners managed to 
slowly construct their wines, letting the tannins come into play consistently 
from the first attack and through the mid palate, not in one instant hit. The star 
has been the acidity, which has saved many wines that would otherwise have 
been too tannic, and certainly too alcoholic in many cases. 
 
On the whole, I have preferred the Left Bank, where Cabernet Sauvignon has 
made some truly fantastic wines. Its success is clear in the sheer percentages 
put in (90% at Margaux, equalled only in 2006, 94% at Mouton, the highest 
ever, 90% at the brilliant Ducru). Merlot has clearly had a tough time with the 
water stress, and the heat, and alcohol levels were dangerous, particularly in 
Saint Emilion. On the whole Pomerol seemed to cope better, probably 
because the clay soils regulated the rainfall when it arrived, and for many 
Vieux Chateau Certan seems to have made the wine of the vintage. Many 
young vines suffered so much (on both banks) that the best estates simply 
declassified them - one of the other reasons, besides coulure during 
flowering, and small berries because of water stress, that the quantities are 
between 10 and 30% down from last year. The most severe loss I heard of 
was at Calon Segur, which made 50% of last year's crop, so 80,000 bottles 
instead 160,000, a fact that is made even sadder because the wine was just 
gorgeous; very classic for the appellation, but full of vigour and rich fruits. 
Almost all of the tastings have required time and thought to work through; this 
is definitely not a vintage for snap decisions, and last year's en primeurs seem 
easy in comparison (this feeling was underlined today by a tasting of Pichon 
Baron 2009 - full of generous fruit, utterly gorgeous even now. just before 
bottling). But the best ones have been hugely rewarding, and there is no 
doubt that 2010 is another excellent year for Bordeaux. 
 
The hallmark for me has been the length of the wines. In many cases, this is a 
vintage for the boys; big tannins, big alcohol, big acidity, plus plenty of wines 
that are dividing opinion (always a mark of an interesting year). That can feel 
like a negative for me, and I certainly started off thinking that Bordeaux would 
lose typicity if all wines were going to push themselves to the limit. But I've 
been pleasantly surprised. Not all, but a lot of those wines have been rescued 



   
 

(for my palate) by acidity. Both Pape Clement and Pavie, two wines that I 
often wrestle with, showed their terroir this year, because the fresh finish gave 
them room to breathe, with a menthol send-off (most evident in the Medoc) 
that was enormously welcome. I have had the experience on numerous 
occasions where the wine has hit me on the attack, and I have been ready to 
dismiss it, but sitting back has revealed interest, elegance and real potential 
(again, this is why it has been such a physical year, you have to travel with 
the wines). 
 
I haven't talked about the fruit - which is definitely there, although in the most 
disappointing wines it is hidden by the other elements, and those wines I feel 
sure will dry out before they ever reach their drinking window. The best wines 
deliver a rich palate of fruits, and there are some 'smaller' wines, who don't try 
too hard, that have enormous charm. The Cercle de Rive Droite tasting had a 
number of those, including Chateau Siaurac in Lalande de Pomerol and Clos 
Puy Arnaud from Cotes de Bordeaux Castillon. 
 
 
 
 

RELEASE PRICES 
 

CHATEAUX 2010 EX-BORDEAUX PRICE % UP/DOWN 2009 price 

      
Week beginning 27th June     
Forts de Latour 162 euros (88 euros) 
Chateau Latour 780 euros +30% (600 euros) 
Chateau Yquem 420 euros -22.2% (540 euros) 
Petit Cheval 165 euros +52.8% (108 euros) 
Clarence Haut Brion 108 euros +20% (90 euros) 
Ch Haut-Brion 660 euros +10% (600 euros) 
Ch Cheval Blanc 900 euros +21.4% (700 euros) 
Ch Ausone 1140 euros +17% (900 euros) 
Ch Leoville Las Cases 192 euos -11.1% (216 euros) 
Ch Duhart Milon 66 euros (38 euros) 
Forts de Latour 162 euros +82% (89 euros) 
Chateau Lafite Rothschild 600 euros +9.1% (550 euros) 
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Carruades de Lafite 108 euros (68 euros) 
Ch La Mission Haut Brion red 600 euros +11.01% (540 euros) 
Ch La Mission Haut Brion white 600 euros +11.01% (540 euros) 
Ch Figeac 168 euros +5% (160 euros) 
Le Petit Lion (de Leoville) 36 euros +71.4% (21 euros) 
Chateau Mouton Rothschild 600 euros +9.1% (550 euros) 
Petit Mouton 108 euros (60 euros) 
Ch Eglise Clinet 276 euros price held 
Chateau La Conseillante 150 euros +8.7% (138 euros) 
Chateau Palmer 215 euros price held 
Ch Ducru Beaucaillou 150 euros -16.7% (180 euros) 
Croix de Beaucaillou 33.60 euros + (25.80 euros) 
Ch Cos d'Estournel 198 euros -5.7% (210 euros) 
Ch Margaux 600 euros +9% (550 euros) 
Pavillon Blanc 96 euros +approx 12% (84 euros) 
Pavillon Rouge 108 euros +80% (60 euros) 
      
Week beginning 20th June     
Chateau L'Evangile 180 euros price held 
      
Week beginning 12th June     
Ch Lascombes 72 euros 20% 
Ch Haut Bailly 89 euros +15.9% (76.8 euros) 
Ch Pichon Comtesse 138 euros +9.5% (126 euros) 
Ch Saint Pierre 51.60 euros +13.16% (45.60 euros) 
Ch Pavie Maquin 78 euros +59.12% (49 euros) 
Ch Pape Clement white 97.20 euros 2.56% 
Ch Pichon Baron 132 euros +46.62% (90 euros) 
Ch Brane Cantenac   25% 
Ch Petit Village 44.50 euros 23.61% 
Clos de Marquis 36 euros 7.14% 
Ch Pape Clement 94.80 euros 2.60% 
Carillon d'Angelus 50 euros 21.95% 
Ch Canon La Gaffeliere 58 euros -3.40% 
Ch La Gaffeliere 57 euros 5.56% 



   
 

Ch Montrose 132 euros +22.22% (108 euros) 
Dame de Montrose 30 euros price held 
Ch Lynch Bages 100 euros +39% (72 euros) 
Ch Canon 90 euros price held 
Ch Rouget   19.20% 
Ch d'Issan 48 euros 21.20% 
Ch Rauzan Gassies   38% 
Ch Clinet 85 euros 21.43% 
Ch Larcis Ducasse 49.80 euros +38.33% (36 euros) 
Ch Branaire Ducru 48 euros +11% (43 euros) 
Ch Soutard 27.20 euros +9.52% (24.90 euros) 
Chateau Grand Puy Lacoste 57.60 euros +20% (48 euros) 
Ch Smith Haut Lafitte (red) 77 euros +24.1% (52 euros) 
Ch Smith Haut Lafitte (white) 65 euros +12% (58 euros) 
Chateau La Pointe 24 euros +7.62% (22.30 euros) 
Chateau Leoville Barton 72 euros +15.2% (62.50 euros) 
Chateau Lagrange 39.60 euros +6.4% (37.20 euros) 
Ch La Tour Figeac 22 euros 4.76% 
Ch Gloria 27.60 euros 15% 
      
Week beginning 5th June     
Chateau Grand Puy Ducasse 27.60 euros +24.3% (22 euros) 
Chateau Boyd Cantenac 37.75 euros 27.97% 
Domaine de Chevalier red 48 euros +5.26% (45.60 euros) 
Domaine de Chevalier white 62.50 euros +4.17% (60 euros) 
Chateau Monbousquet 27 euros price held 
Ch Malescot St Exupery 60 euros 9.01% 
Chateau La Lagune 38.80 euros 21% 
Ch ateau Tertre Daugay 16.80 euros price held 
Ch Leoville Poyferre 85 euros +18% (72 euros) 
Peby Faugeres 89 euros 50.85% 
Chateau La Clotte 27.60 euros price held 
Reserve de la Comtesse 30 euros 9.09% 
Chateau Talbot 39.60 euros 10% 
Chateau Langoa Barton 63 euros CONSUMER 11% 
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Chateau La Tour Carnet 21.60 euros 11.92% 
Chateau Lynch Moussas 21.50 euros +10.26% (19.50 euros) 
Chateau Grand Corbin 14.90 euros 2% 
Ch Les Grands Murailles 36 euros price held 
Cos Labory 25 euros 13.64% 
Ch Phelan Segur 27.60 euros 20% 
Ch Marquis de Terme 25.80 euros +16.22% (21.90 euros) 
Clos St Martin 43 euros price held 
Ch Larrivet Haut Brion 19.5 euros 5.40% 
Chateau Chauvin 20.40 euros price held 
Pagodes de Cos 40 euros +11.01% (36 euros) 
Chateau Pontet Canet 100 euros +39% (72 euros) 
Chateau Giscours 43.50 euros +19.1% (36.50 euros) 
Chateau Gruaud Larose 45 euros +14.2% (39.40 euros) 
Chateau Calon Segur 57.60 euros +12.5% (51.20 euros) 
Ch Berliquet 23 euros +19.79% (19.20 euros 
Blanc de Lynch Bages 21.60 euros price held 
Echo de Lynch Bages 25 euros 15.70% 
Ch Haut Batailley 27.5 euros +17% (23.50 euros) 
Ch Carbonnieux white 19.45 euros price held 
Ch Carbonnieux red 19.80 euros 5.32% 
Ch Malartic Lagraviere white 44.40 euros -2.63% (45.60 euros) 
Ch Malartic Lagraviere red 34.80 euros -3.33% (36 euros) 
Ch Haut Bages Liberal 27.50 euros 12.24% 
Ch Grand Pontet 21 euros price held 
Ch Fieuzal (red) 25.20 euros 10.53% 
Ch Fieuzal (white) 31.20 euros 18% 
Ch La Cabanne 19.70 euros 6.49% 
Ch La Louviere (white and red) 16.80 euros price held 
Ch Latour Martillac (red and white) 19 euros +6.15% red, +0.5% white 
Ch Couhins Lurton 17.50 euros price unchanged 
      
Week of 30th May     
Lalande-Borie 22 euros (CONSUMER) price held 
Ch Bellegrave 18 euros price held 



   
 

Ch Bellisle Mondotte 13.60 euros price held 
Ch Batailley 24 euros 17.01% 
Ch d'Armailhac 32.40 euros +17.4% (27.60 euros) 
Clos Rene 16.80 euros +3.7% (16.20 euros) 
Ch Fombrauge 16.32 euros -3.83% 
Ch Bouscaut (red) 16.50 euros 10% 
Ch Bouscaut (white) 19.85 euros 0.51% 
Ch Pontensac 15 euros price held 
Ch Siran 17.4 euros 3.57% 
Ch le Prieure 25.2 euros +5% (24 euros) 
Ch Siaurac 9.5 euros +5.56% (9 euros) 
Vray Croix de Gay 37.20 euros +6.9% (34.80 euros) 
Ch Ferriere 22.8 euros +15.15% (19.80 euros) 
Domaine de l'A 18 euros price held 
Clos Puy Arnaud 15.90 euros +6% (15 euros) 

 

RIGHT BANK 
 
 
Cercle de Rive Droite 
 
Tasted in the new cellars of Chateau Barde Haut. 
 
The majority of these wines suggest that this is a vintage for comparing 
muscles. In fact, I felt this far more clearly in both this tasting and the one for 
Cru Bourgeois than in those of the UGC, suggesting that terroir counted for an 
awful lot in 2010. I can’t in all conscience give these OTT wines massive 
scores, and continue to complain about high alcohol, so be aware that unless 
wines are very well balanced, I will take a few points off for heat. My palate 
wants more restraint, and my scoring has to follow that. 
 
Two estates really stood out for me in terms of how to deal with this issue. 
Firstly, Pontet Canet, who practised no leaf thinning and no green harvesting, 
to ensure the bunches were protected and to try to keep natural sugar levels 
reasonable. Secondly Pavillon Blanc from Chateau Margaux, where they used 
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just 40% of the available grape must, because they used only the very first 
pressing and discarded the rest. This ensured the higher alcohol must that 
comes during the later stages of pressing was not used (they did declassify it 
and sell it on for generic AOC use). Of course they can afford to lose some of 
their production, but it does show that there are choices available. 
For this Cercle de Rive Droite tasting, there were some excellent wines that 
really stood out, but a number that seemed to have picked to control sugars 
before phenolic ripeness had been reached, or others that over-extracted in 
what is a big, big vintage. 
 
Chateau Siaurac, Lalande-de-Pomerol 2010 
Rich, vanilla-pod scented nose, with dark cherries, a Mauritius sunset. This 
follows through on the palate, it is rich with pure fruit flavours, good freshness 
on the finish, excellent quality for what is likely to be a reasonably priced wine. 
80% merlot, 20% cab franc. 91-92/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau de Viaud, Lalande-de-Pomerol 2010 
This chateau has made the news recently as it was sold by Philippe Raoux to 
COFCO, a Chinese conglomerate. From this sample, they have bought a 
good quality chateau with room for improvement. A beautifully powerful nose, 
really deeply fruited, some gentle spice, but on the palate I get ever so slightly 
burnt taste with too much heat, even though it is well masked by powerful 
cassis. 67% merlot, 27% cabernet franc, 6% cabernet sauvignon. 87/100. 
Drink 2015-2030 
 
La Fleur de Bouard, Lalande-de-Pomerol 2010 
85% merlot, 10% cab franc, 5% cab sauvignon. Get some alcohol on the nose 
here, and it is a touch hot on the finish also, but in between there are some 
wonderfully textured cherry and blackberry fruits, and a sense of freshness to 
balance it all out, real blackberry crumble going on here with the toasted oak. 
91/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau La Sergue, Lalande-de-Pomerol 2010 
Deep, intense colour, inky purple, clearly coming from the 3% malbec, here 
blended with 85% merlot, and 12% cabernet franc. Grown from 5 hectares of 
vines on mainly gravel-clay soils, this is a good effort from winemaker Pascal 
Chattonet. Wonderfully tight, well-drawn tannins, I am seriously enjoying this. 
It gives the impression of alcohol that is girding at the bit, but under control. 
91/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Jean de Gué, Lalande-de-Pomerol 2010 
Enjoyable wine from Vignobles Aubert (owners of La Couspaude in Saint 
Emilion). Rich and textured, with well-balanced acidity and plenty of sweet 
truffly black fruits. 75% merlot, 20% cabernet franc 5% cabernet sauvignon. 



   
 

Small estate, at 10 hectares, but one that should offer good value for money. 
90-91/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau de Chambrun, Lalande-de-Pomerol 2010 
Owned by Swiss entepreneur Silvio Denz (bought from the very talented 
Jean-Philippe Janoueix, who had already done a lot to improve the vines). 
Mocha and bitter toasted beans, this has a lot going on, but here I worry that 
the alcohol will dry it out slightly. Still, my final impression on the mouth is 
puckering tannins, suggesting there is enough acidity at work to make it 
viable. A big effort. 94% merlot, 6% cabernet franc. 90/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Vray Croix de Gay, Pomerol 2010 
Wondered if we had a touch of brett on the nose here, but if so it clears 
quickly. In fact, this has a very attractive core of fruit, there really is a good 
push forward in the mouth of blackberries and damsons, and some excellent 
minerality. 92-93/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Vieux Maillet, Pomerol 2010 
90% merlot, 10% cabernet franc, owned by the Laviale's of Chateau Franc 
Mayne. As ever with this family, we are high on the sweet oak taste, and I 
again worry about the alcohol levels. There are plenty of redeeming features 
here, not least the silky texture of the tannins, but overall, the alcohol is 
spoiling the finish for me. 88/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Taillefer, Pomerol 2010 
Very closed on the nose, more than the others I have tasted so far today. 
Very slick though. We are again in eye-watering alcohol, which sours the 
finish, but there are some truly juicy redcurrant and gooseberry tastes along 
the way, that make it an enjoyable ride. Good elements, unfriendly final 
farewell. 75% merlot, 25% cabernet franc. 90/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Rouget, Pomerol 2010 
Some interesting toasted black fruits, slightly overdone, disappointed as I 
loved this wine last year. 88/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau la Fleur de Gay, Pomerol 2010 
One of the richest, slickest wines in this Pomerol line-up. This just has 
Chantal Lebreton on the title, no mention of her brother Alain Raynaud (who 
has moved on to his many consultancies, and purchased a small estate in 
Saint Emilion, called Chateau du Parc). 100% merlot. Some heat that 
threatens the overall structure. Disappointing again, because the attack is 
fresh and full of black cherries, but it gets lost. 88/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Feytit Clinet, Pomerol 2010 
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In theory, Pomerol knows what to do with merlot, and it shows here. This has 
a slightly scorched finish, but overall there are rich silky cassis flavours, and 
good acidity. Just 6.3 hectares at this estate, planted to 90% merlot, 10% 
cabernet franc. 89/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Fayat, Pomerol 2010 
The new estate created in 2009 out of the fusion of Châteaux Vieux 
Bourgneuf and La Commanderie de Mazeyres, both owned by billionaire 
industrialist Clement Fayat. 80% merlot, 20% cab franc. Tasted this at 
Clement Pichon a few weeks ago also, and it has further grown into itself. 
Very enjoyable, this has deep fruit flavours, intense but with restraint shown 
also, good acidity and generally all in balance. I am very impressed with this. 
93-94/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Domaine de l'Eglise, Pomerol 2010 
Some pleasantly sweet fruit here and a soft finish, the alcohol is present but 
tamed. Coffee beans threaten to turn bitter, but stop before they do so. This is 
a Philippe Castéja wine. 91/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Clos de l'Eglise, Pomerol 2010 
Smooth and sweet black fruits on the nose, it wafts of international playboy. 
This is owned by Sylviane Garcin Cathiard and Helene Garcin Leveque. 
Unfortunately not smiling so much on the palate. There is power and intensity 
here, but it needed to be tamed a little more for my tastes. Get through this 
mid-palate wobble however, and the finish pulls back from overly high alcohol, 
returning the black cherry fruits. 80% merlot, 20% cabernet franc. A good 
example of how reliant these wines are on the right levels of acidity and pH – 
here they have just about resolved it. 91+/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Clos du Clocher, Pomerol 2010 
A more classic Pomerol to me, lovely silky texture, some really well worked 
fruits, there is heat, but it is neutralised on the finsih by some good acidity. 
Careful winemaking I would say, erring on the side of caution, which for me 
the 2010 clearly needed. 70% merlot, 30% cab franc. 93/100. Drink 2020-
2035. 
 
Chateau Clemence, Pomerol 2010 
Chocolate and burnt coffee beans, here is another that promises the world, 
but gets seduced by the easy thrills of alcohol. 85% merlot, 15% cabernet 
franc. What this and many of these are making me feel is how wonderful the 
2005s were, because it seems that five years on, all anyone wants is a cheap 
date. 87/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau le Bon Pasteur, Pomerol 2010 



   
 

Big fruit, big alcohol, although an improvement on the 2009 for me. Rolland 
should know how to handle alcohol, he has been dealing with very ripe grapes 
for long enough… 90+/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Bonalgue, Pomerol 2010 
Here the fleshy exuberance of last year seems to be a little less carefree, a 
little more encumbered. There is no bitterness on the finish, and plenty of 
good rich fruits, but things are not quite cohesive at this stage. 95%/5% 
merlot/cabernet franc 90/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Bellegrave, Pomerol 2010 
75%/25% merlot/cabernet franc. Wonderful perky aromas on the nose, 
followed by rich, slighty minty black fruits on the mid-palate... And then wham, 
alcohol dries out the finish! What is going on during the blending sessions at 
these chateaux? 89/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Gaby, Fronsac 2010 
This is a very pleasant nose, not too try hard, not too much alcohol, brambly 
fruits and rich flesh. But again a little disjointed – is 2010 the poster child for 
moving en primeur tastings back a few months? 85% merlot, 10% cabernet 
sauvignon, 5% cabernet franc. 88/100. Drink 2015-2030. 
 
Chateau de la Riviere, Fronsac 2010 
This one I like, plenty of punch for your dollar, a good value pick. I am a little 
annoyed by the alcohol, as ever, but I think they are striving for a balance of 
enjoyment, quality and accessibility here. 75% merlot, 13% cabernet franc, 
12% cabernet sauvignon. 91/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Haut Carles, Fronsac 2010 
Wow, this has a big big nose, whacks you over the head before you have 
even begun, 90% merlot, 5%/5% cabernet franc and malbec. This deep, rich 
colour from the malbec, and real black spices, malbec clearly made a big 
impression this year. I liked this wine a lot in 2009, for me it has been turbo-
charged this year, with a sour alcohol finish. 85-86/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Fontenil, Fronsac 2010 
Dany and Michel Rolland, again Rolland seems to have pulled off one of the 
more enjoyable ‘smaller’ wines this year. I don’t mean to sound surprised, but 
he has got tons of extraction, but without being too heavy-handed. Good rich 
black fruit. Yes it's nakedly alcoholic, but it has the decency to try to cover 
itself up. 89-90/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau de la Dauphine, Fronsac 2010 
Again, a good balance of power, rich ripe black fruits, and an attempt to keep 
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things in check. I am enjoying this one more than many. Denis Duboudieu is 
consultant at this estate, and I think it shows. 80%/20% merlot, cabernet 
franc. 91+/100. Drink 2015-2030. 
 
Chateau Dalem, Fronsac 2010 
90%/10% merlot/cabernet franc. Enjoyable smoky quality, but heading 
towards burnt. Just about saves itself, but ‘limite’ as the French say. 87/100. 
Drink 2015-2015. 
 
Chateau de francs, Cotes de Bordeaux (Francs) 
Les Cerisiers 
Ok, here there is a sense of freshness that really works. I still believe they 
would have kept more fruit without the overriding alcohol, but it’s good. 
89/100. Drink 2015-2030. 
 
Clos Puy Arnaud, Cotes de Bordeaux (Castillon) 2010 
Biodynamic winemaking practices deliver mouth-watering freshness of fruit, 
good persistency, and a crisp finish. Lovely, confident wine making that 
clearly doesn’t feel the need to bow to the cult of alcohol. 65% merlot, 30% 
cabernet franc, 5% cabernet sauvignon. 94+/100. Drink 2015-2035. 
 
Chateau Joanin Becot, Cotes de Bordeaux (Castillon) 2010 
Like the nose very much, there are vibrant, swirling fruits, and I am enjoying 
how deep the fruit goes, travelling right through the wine to the floor. Heat on 
the finish takes away from the overall pleasure, but potential for things to 
settle down. 91/100. Drink 2015-2035. 
 
Chateau de Pressac, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Restrained, good firm fruit but still flirtatious and fun to taste, not trying too 
hard, touch of modernity from the vanilla oak. A reliable estate over the past 
few years, and a tip from me to get the nod during the next Saint Emilion 
classification. 92-93+/100. Drink 2018-2035 
 
Chateau Cap de Faugeres, Cotes de Bordeaux (Castillon) 2010 
Enjoyable, well textured and well handled fruit, with a sense of extraction of 
tannins and alcohol, but with balance. Not coming together on the finish yet, 
but I like the potential here. 91/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Haut Bertinerie, Cotes de Bordeaux (Blaye) 2010 
Slight brett on this sample, and unfortunately not as cohesive for me as the 
2009. This is an estate which I enjoy, and usually very reliable, but this is not 
yet a cohesive wine. 60/40 merlot, cabernet sauvignon. 86/100. Drink 2015-
2025. 
 



   
 

Chateau Reynon, Bordeaux 2010 
Less soaring than so many Denis Dubourdieu has consulted for this year, 
inevitably of course given its appellation and price point. But this is still a 
perfectly drinkable in a year where many of the ‘smaller wines’ are trying way 
too hard. Here the fruit stays firm and fresh. 87/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Mont Perat, Bordeaux 2010 
Lovely fresh attack, heavy hot finish. Again I am questioning the choices 
made during the blending sessions. Maybe the merlot gave them nowhere to 
go. 85/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Clos Chaumont, Bordeaux 2010 
53% merlot, 25% cab sauvignon, 22% cabernet franc. This has restraint and a 
very enjoyable, fresh finish. You can feel the ripe fruit, but it doesn’t clobber 
you over the head. Good balance 90+/100. Drink 2015-2030. (tasted also at 
Hubert de Bouard, same score). 
 
Girolate, Bordeaux 2010 
So smoky you could be trapped inside a wood-fired pizza oven. Overly 
concentrated, this vintage did not need low yields. It is still rich and velvety, 
and I know how well this wine can age (over the 10 year period), but needs to 
be retasted. 89/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Penin, Bordeaux 2010 
A highly reliable estate that is not letting me down once again this year, 
although slight reduction on this sample. They are not trying too hard to be a 
muscle bound Schwanenneger, although I still preferred their 2009. 88/100. 
Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Whites 
Chateau Thieuley, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
Graasy sauvignon on the nose, and fairly gentle on the palate, surprising after 
so many aggressive reds. This is good, but unexciting. 87-88/100. Drink 2012-
2020. 
 
Chateau Raynon, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
Reduction on the nose, often to be expected at this stage. I like the subtly of 
this, there really is a pleasant, lilting fruitiness, and a real purity of expression. 
Like it. 91+/100. Drink 2012-2020. 
 
Chateau Fombrauge, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
Defined citrus aromas, and a fresh, frank minerality. I like this, good purity of 
fruit again, and not overpowered by the oak. 92/100. Drink 2012-2020. 
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Chateau Sainte Marie vielle vignes, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
Delicate and succulent on the attack, although here things are slightly blown 
off course by the alcohol. Pleasant sherbert finish. 90/100. Drink 2012-2020. 
 
Girolate blanc, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
Biodynamic, what is that dandelion nose? Sorry, but this just does not work 
for me. Could be the sample. 83/100. 
 
Chateau Hostens Picant, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
Slightly too pinched, the fruit is clearly defined, but things are a touch 
imbalanced, and the mid-palate is hollow. I again like the fresh, floral attack, 
but it misses somewhere, competent but not great. 87/100. Drink 2012-2020. 
 
Chateau Penin, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
Definitely fresh and juicy, tastes a little too pinched on the finish, but there is 
some prettiness here. 87/100. Drink 2012-2020. 
 
 
 

POMEROL 
 
 
Overview 
 
Pomerol had a great 2010 by and large, with some fantastic wines that 
seemed more consistent than in Saint Emilion. I tasted them either at UGC, 
direct at estates, the Cercle de Rive Droite and at a few negociant tastings, 
and both blind and non-blind, but seemed each time to come away with 
positive impressions. There were big alcohol levels, certainly, but the balance 
seemed to be there in most cases. 
 
Ch la Croix Taillefer, Pomerol 2010 
95% merlot, 5% cabernet franc, from 5.5 hectares of vines. Lovely vibrant 
nose. Not exactly chewy but very present tannins and heat. I like the power of 
this wine that is held in check by the acidity, but overall it has less impact than 
the others on display. However, it has a lovely sense of freshness that creeps 
up on you towards the finish – honestly, this is a vintage to never make snap 
judgements in. 90/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Fugue de Nenin, Pomerol 2010 
92% merlot, 8% cab franc, this has a real sense of fresh fruit, ripe cherry and 
some good freshness, even if the finish is a touch shirt. Bht that msy npbe the 



   
 

price you pay for a fresh merlot in 2010, have to keep extraction down. 
89/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Nenin, Pomerol 2010 
82% merlot, 18% cab franc. Kept fermentation temperatures low, 24 for most 
of fermrntation, and not going higher thsn 28. 33% new oak barrels. This 
really does hit up a level at tne end of palate. Great length, really an excellent 
step up from last year, plenty of fresh fruits, breaking rhrough the tannins. 
13.9% alcohol. 94+/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Ch la Pointe, Pomerol 2010 
Rich, deep fruit, some liquorice, very nice acidity coming into the mid palate. I 
get a slight touch of heat that sours a little as the wine comes into the finish, 
but it rights itself as the acidty comes back into play, and the final impression 
is of rich damsons and some gentle redcurrants. Impressive. 93-94+/100 
 
 
Moueix taxsting - Overall, highly consistent and successful wines, Moueix 
clearly excelled in 2010 
 
Ch Plince, Pomerol 2010 
Chalkier tannins and certainly more present in the mouth than in the st 
emilions. A darker, richer and more brooding 
feel overall, would put this away for a few years. Very good though, not 
shouting, but supremely confident. 92/100 
 
Ch Lafleur Gazin Pomerol 2010 
Again, these present, slightly chalky tannins, and firm dark fruited structure. 
This reveals itself a little less prettily than the others on display, but has clear 
potential. 90/100 
 
Ch La Grave, Pomerol 2010 
Much more modern take on 2010 here, altogther smoother, softer, more 
chocolate aromas, rich plum fruits. But tiny bit cloying, vanilla sweetness 
needs to be taken down just a notch. 89-90/100 
 
Ch Bourgneuf, Pomerol 2010 
Good firm tannins here, and a lovely seam of freshness, slightly gum curdling 
in a good 
way; this is a classic en primeur sample (colourwise also, where many have 
been ruby not 
crimson), that bodes very well for its future development. Nicely layered fruits, 
touch of 
violets. Very enjoyable. 93/100 (NB, I tasted this at Cercle Rive Droite just 
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over three weeks ago and it did not come out nearly so well (88). This 
highlights one of the great difficulties of en primeur - differing samples, 
differing evolution etc. I will give it the benefit of the doubt and keep the higher 
score...) 
 
Ch Latour a Pomerol, Pomerol 2010 
Good precision of black fruits on the nose and first attack. Rich red colour, 
lovely rich fruit tannins, and well integrated oak. A potentially lively wine. 
92/100 
 
Providence, Pomerol 2010 
Classic 2010 - lovely balance of freshness, fruit and (barely perceptible) 
alcohol, great poise, the length unfolds itslef slowly and precisely. This is 
great, confident winemaking, absolutely delicious. blackberry crumble 94-
95/100 
 
Ch Certan, Pomerol 2010 
This is the first one where the extraction is even obvious. Not a criticism, but it 
is slightly 
less effortless. However, that translates into wonderful rich fruit, this is a big 
wine with plenty of rich complex layers, demanding attention. Voluptuous fruit, 
more of a 2009 style than some on display here. 94/100 
 
Ch La Fleur Petrus, Pomerol 2010 
Dark coffee on the attack here, some deep rich seams of fruit. Precision with 
ambition. This is less generous than some here, but clearly a hugely long life, 
and good redcurrant flavours alongside the black cherries, that concentrate 
the acidity Nd give it focus from mid palate onwards. 93-94/100 
 
Hosanna, Pomerol 2010 
Tight tannic structure, very firm ripe fruits, again clearly a huge life ahead, 
alcohol tingles a little on the finish, but there is not a feeling of heat so much 
as impact. Rich coffee flavours also become more evident as the wine 
unfolds, and it hangs on for dear life, so persistant it might need a restraining 
order. 95+/100 
 
Ch Trotanoy, Pomerol 2010 
Right from the first nose, you can feel the power in this wine, waiting to uncoil. 
Warm but rich and deep cedarwood, with red berries. again this spectrum of 
toasted barrel flavours, all worked deftly and to perfection so you barely 
notice, but enjoy the subtle caramel, mocha flavours against the firm byt 
smooth tannins and the lift on the finish. 95-96/100 
 
Vieux Chateau Certan, Pomerol 2010 



   
 

The yield in 2010 was 35hl/h, compared to last year of 42hl/h, but otherwise 
owner Nicolas Thienpont sees the two vintages as twins, just that 2010 is a 
more compressed, concentrated version of 2009. Unlike many people on the 
Right Bank, he felt his cabernet franc didnt reach their top potential, and 
instead that it was a Merlot year; reflected in the fact that the blend here is 
86% merlot, 8% cab franc, 6% cab sauvignon. His 2nd wine (La Gravette de 
Certan) is 50/50 cab franc and merlot. Wonderful concentration and depth to 
the fruit, wonderful balance and, as with the very best wines of 2010, it is all 
the finish, that is where the acidity plays with you, and it is thrilling. But this is 
not the wine of the vintage for me, as many have said. I prefer Vieux Chateau 
Certan in its cabernet franc years. 94+/100. 
 
Romulus, Lalande de Pomerol, 2010 
Certified organic vineyard. Enjoyable rustic flavours here, hut alcohol is 
heading a little high. 97% merlot, 3% cab franc. 14.5% alcohol. 88/100. Drink 
2018-2028. Bonne RiveLow yields, as with Romulus (35hl/h). He follows a 
technique that I keep hearing about (and some scoff at) of puting the red 
(ripe) merlot stalks to one side, after de-stalking by hand, then putting them 
back in for the fermentation itself. Malo in barrel then up to 36 months in 
barrel, so a good 12 months longer than most. Topped up, but not racked 
throughout the ageing. And to bottle unfiltered. This is big and powerful, 
clearly what he is trying to achieve with all those techniques, but it is not my 
style of wine. Still, can see there is freshness with the power here. 3.6ph after 
malo. 89/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch Sergant, Lalande de Pomerol 2010 
Laurence and jean Francois Milhade. This has chalky tannins, but not drying, 
and a good lilting acidity on the finish. 70% merlot, 20% cab sauv, 10% cab 
franc. 90/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
le Plus de fleur de bouard, Lalande de Pomerol 2010 
Hold on tight, there is a whoosh of fruit and alcohol. I almost always prefer la 
fleur de bouard to the Pllus, and feel this year is no exception. I can feel the 
quality here, it holds you in a grip but blasts in some minty freshness. 
Certainly accomplished, but for me it is concentrated to the point of lacking a 
little joy. 91. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch La fleur de bouard, Lalande de Pomerol 2010  
Far prefer the nose here, same blackberry, brambly fruits, some redcurrant, 
but immediately less alcohol coming off it. 80% merlot, 15 %cab franc, 5% 
cab sauv. This still has the acidity and fruit. Maybe a little less immediate 
impact, but I love the gooseberry and redcurrant finish (also tasted at Cercle 
Rive Droite, same score). 91++. Drink 2016-2026. 
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ST EMILION 
 
 
Overview 
 
As a rule, I preferred the Left Bank wines this year, but the great wines on the 
Right Bank, most particularly from the Pomerol plateau and those with a high 
proportion of Cabernet Franc, were unbelievable. In a few examples, 
however, high alcohol seemed so firmly embedded that I couldn’t help wonder 
exactly where these wines were going to go next. Is there a point at which the 
winemakers admit that it is too much, or do they honestly want to make wines 
that can only ever be enjoyed in tiny quantities, and certainly never over lunch 
when you have to drive or work afterwards? The alcohol was not always 
obvious, that is certainly true, due to the wonderful levels of acidity, but it was 
there there none-the-less, and just because it was hidden, doesn’t mean it 
won’t have an effect on the drinker. 
 
Kees van leeuwan, oenologist at Cheval Blanc and professor at the Institute 
of Oenology, made an interesting comment on the alcohol, ‘Both 2009 and 
2010 are big, powerful years, with the key difference that this year was slightly 
dryer, but cooler, meaning the acidity is more pronounced. We might have 
liked 13.5% not 14.5%, alcohol is beginning to preoccupy us. We are having 
some success with our clonal selection programme, to find clones that are 
less alcohol friendly. The problem this year, and we are not sure why, is that 
the cab franc was almost as high in alcohol this year as the merlot, which is 
unusual.’ 
 
Chateau Ausone Tasting This was one of the most enjoyable across the 
board of the whole week, and absolutely proves the point that even with 
exactly the same weather conditions, there was no absolute need to produce 
super-charged wines.  
 
Chateau de Fonbel, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 
Deep violet blush. First wine of the day, but held up incredibly well, with soft, 
well-fruited, damson and plum. Sightly dusty tannins, with alcohol well under 
control. Nice fresh finish. Slight sourness on the nose, but it dissipates. 66% 
merlot, 20% cabernet sauvignon, 7% petit verdot, 7% carmanere, from 16 
hectares of vines on sandy-gravelly soil on the plains of Saint Emilion. Aged in 
30% new oak. 90/100. Drink 2016-2030. 
 
Chateau Simard, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 



   
 

Slightly richer plum on the nose. There is a seam of elegance running through 
these wines, although this has more earthy tannins and for me a slight touch 
of heat on the attack, that does right itself. 80/20 merlot/cabernet franc. 
Unoaked. Well-drained sand-gravel soils just below the village of Saint 
Emilion, bought in the 1950s by the Vauthier family. 89/100. Drink 2016-2030. 
 
Chateau Haut Simard, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 
Again, these attractively earthy noses, feels grounded in a way that many do 
not. Again, heat on the attack, that rights itslef, and here in fact a whoosh of 
freshness comes in, along with some real pure cassis and wild figs. Finish has 
a touch of heat again, that knocks down what is still a very attractive wine. 
60/40 merlot, cab franc 90-91+ /100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Moulin St Georges, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 
Less violet, more plum on the colour 80/20 merlot, cab franc. Love the 
gooseberry, redcurrant freshness that you get here, explosive on the first 
attack, truly juicy acidity, and a lovely fresh finish. This is gorgeous, I would 
happily buy this. 100% new oak barrels, but you simply can’t tell. They use 
medium-minus toast for the barrels, and the wine has been in oak since Dec 
2010. 20,000 bottles. Only 7 hectares sadly, so not a whole lot of this wine 
available. 93-94+/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
La Chapelle d'Ausone, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Back to the vibrant purple, and this has true intensity and power, that feeling 
of the fruit and acidty burrowing through your mouth that you get a lot in the 
good wines this year. Wonderful length, real delicacy on the finish, classy and 
elegant, with a real control. 65% merlot, 25% cab franc, 10% cabernet 
sauvignon. It lingers, and is gentle but insisting, one of my Jackie Collins 
wines... 94+/100. Drink 2020-2035 
 
Chateau Ausone, Saint Emilion Premier Grand Cru Classé A 2010 
Plummy rich red, some violet, cassis and fig hints on the nose. Every year this 
is a lesson in how to keep things in check, in balance, under control. The 
blend is the same as last year at 55% cabernet franc, 45% merlot. On paper, 
this sounds like a big wine: 100% new oak for ageing, low yields (26 hl/h), 
14.5% alcohol, Michel Rolland as consultant. And yet they manage to keep 
things so utterly fresh and restrained. 99/100. Drink 2021-2045. 
 
Clos des Baies, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Tiny vineyard of 60 ares (0.6has), opposite Ch Tetre de Roteboeuf. More of a 
powerful attack than some of the other Vauthier wines on display here, but 
again it keeps itself utterly in check, the acidity pulls it back in line and you are 
delivered the tunnel of fruit that tingles. Philippe Baillarguet's own wine, 
(winemaker at Ausone). There is no doubt that the signature techniques are at 
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work. Malo in new oak barrels. 70% merlot 30% cab franc. 91/100. Drink 
2017-2027. 
 
Chateau St Georges, St Georges St Emilion 2010 
This estate, owned by Petrus Dubreil, has been quietly undergoing some 
serious improvements over the past few years, and on the basis of this 
sample, offers some real potential for good value enjoyment. Full of ripe red 
fruits, this said ‘classic Right Bank pleasure’. Toasted oak evident, but not 
overdone. 90/100. Drink 2028-2028. 
 
Ch la Tour du Pin, Saint Emilion 2010 
Done a lot of drainage work since its purchase in 2007, the terroir combines a 
lovely slope of 4ha with gravel and clay, with 3ha of some sandy soils where 
they have concentrated the work. Beautiful rich nose, 78% merlot, the rest is 
cabernet franc. This really has a good tannic structure, quite puckering 
tannins. Second year of conversion to organic winemaking. Malo in stainless 
steel vat, to jeep fruit precise, then in barrel end of December. 13.9 % alcohol. 
90/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Petit Cheval, Saint Emilion 2010 
75% merlot, 25% cab franc. This has real concentration and structure, no 
dryness on the tannins, but the heat is still apparent. For me, I preferred the 
joie de vivre of the 2009, to the intellectualism of the 2010 (shouldn’t second 
wines always have a sense of joy about them, and leave the intellect to the 
first wine?). Still, there is a real fresh core that keeps it tapping along. And the 
finish is incredibly impressive – powerful yet subtle, with wonderful uplift of 
fruit. 50% new oak 93/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Cheval Blanc, Saint Emilion 2010 
56% cabernet franc, 44% merlot (last year 60% merlot and 40% cab franc), 
mainly because coulure affected merlot more than cabernet franc. Maturity 
arrived very slowly this year, which is why have huge tannins, but so ripe you 
can’t tell, plus cold nights kept the aromas fresh, and tannins elegant.  This 
year, 60% of production has gone into Cheval Blanc, and then 20% into Petit, 
and 20% declassified into a generic St Emilion, particularly the young vines 
that reacted badly to the water stress and shut down, so had high alcohol but 
green tannins. On the first wine, the length is great, there is real elegance 
here, and just a wonderful mix of power and supremely self-confident 
restraint. Around 30 hl/h over 37 hectares for Cheval Blanc. Classic 
production, approx 70,000-1000,000 bottles. They work still with the place de 
bdx entirely, no permanent representative in Asia, 14.5%, 97/100. Drink 2022-
2042. 
 
Gerard Perse wines, tasted at Chateau Pavie 



   
 

Chateau Lusseau, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Estate owned by Gerard Perse’s estate manager. I'm not sure that this is 
working. I am truly getting an alcohol rush on the tongue. A good attack, 
lovely fruit and freshness, then another big, OTT finish. Not as good as last 
year for me. 75%/25% merlot cabernet franc. 86/100. Drink 2018-2025. 
 
Clos des Lunelles, Cotes de Bordeaux (Castillon) 2010 
There are a lot of interesting slightly earthy tannins here, and unbelievable 
concentration of spicy dark fruit. 28 hl/h, not at all unpleasant on the finish, the 
alcohol doesn’t burn, but it’s a hold on tight whoosh as you are tasting, and 
very little in the way of elegance. 88/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Monbusquet, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
I always find this wine tough to taste, and no different this year. You need to 
literally pull in your cheeks and breathe hard. Yield this year was 28 
hectolitres per hectare, pretty low but Perse always strives to keep things 
down to increase concentration. I love the nose, love the potential, but the 
alcohol takes all the fruit in your mouth and dumps it out. Clearly needs a 
huge amount of time before approaching. 88-89/100. Drink 2020-2030. 
 
Chateau Pavie Decesse, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
This has a far better chance of taming the vintage, with its location on the 
limestone plateau, and it does so. Certainly there is silky texture here, and the 
purity of the fruit comes through, although you can run but you can’t hide from 
the alcohol. In 2009, this was the star Perse wine for me, but not as 
successful this year. 90% merlot, 10% cabernet franc. 92/100. Drink 2020-
2035. 
 
Chateau Bellevue Mondotte, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Just 2.5 hectares, again up on the limestone plateau. There are clear 
successive waves to this wine, it attacks well, it has balance, then the alcohol 
and tannins come in. You are temporarily blindsided, but the juiciness comes 
back, and the overall feeling is freshness. Very good. 94/100. Drink 2020-
2035. 
 
Chateau Pavie, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
As ever, a divisive wine that has divided critics. This has a rich, ripe nose. Ok, 
it hits you directly in the face, a clean, sharp punch, but then seems to clear 
away, there is a definite menthol hit that manages to wipe clean the palate on 
the finish. This is a wine that has learnt to deal with power. I often think of 
Pavie as menacing when young, and this is no different. But it has balance, 
and for the style of wine that they are trying to achieve, it works. 96/100 (the 
highest score that I have given Pavie at this stage). Drink 2020-2045. 
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Monbusquet Blanc, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
A wonderful floral nose, but crazy 15% alcohol that cuts the flavours and the 
fruit right down. Not balanced enough for my palate. 88/100 
 
Ch Vignot, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Sandy, loam and clay soils. 70% merlot, 25 cab franc, 5 cab sauv, bought in 
2003, vinified at Lassegue, this has tight but slightly pinched tannins, overly 
hot alcohol, and a drying finish. 30hl/h yields, same as last year, which is 
small. 13.8% abv. 3000 cases. 86/100. Drink 2018-2025. 
 
Les Cadrans de Lassegue, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
The name refers to the sundials of Lassegue, which they physically have on 
the side of building. 60% merlot, 30% cabernet franc, 10 cabernet sauvignon, 
planted on the slopes. 14% alcohol, which I get on the attack but does melt in 
on the finish. Just started producing a second wine in 2008, 2500 cases. 
89/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Lassegue, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 
4000 cases. Old vines, so a naturally low production, granite and limestone 
terroir, straight away get a lovely spicy nose from the old vines. I get slight 
ether aromas on the nose, bracing myself for alcohol. This is 14% alcohol 
also, but incredibly subtle on the finish with dancing tannins on the end of your 
tongue. I am seriously impressed with the elegance but real power of this 
wine. 65% merlot, 20% cab franc, 15% cab sauv. This is 98% final blend, one 
or two lots on the side to see how they progress. 93++/100. Drink 2020-2032. 
 
Chateau Chaumont, Cotes de Bordeaux 
Cuvee de la passion 
Biodynamic vineyard. Lovely rich nose, very clear sweet oak, but enjoyable. 
Slightly drying on the finish. It's very good, great potential. 53% merlot, 25% 
cab sauvignon, 22% cab franc. 90/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch Tour de Sarrail, Bordeaux 2010 
Owned by Hubert de Bouard with Bernard Pujol. Chalky tannins but some 
sweet fruit, and not too much heat on the finish. This is a pretty good wine. 
87+/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch de Pressac, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
72% merlot, 14% cab franc, 12% cab sauv,, 1% caranere, 1% malbec 
(pressac), beautifully deeply fruited on the nose, so real spice. Good pure 
fruits, and the tunnel of acidity. Great finish, very sweet and soft, but powerful. 
Good effort. 93/100 (also tasted at Cercle de Rive Droite, same score). 
 
Clos la Madeleine, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 



   
 

Slightly more pinched on the tannins, but this is another big, good quality 
wine, where the fruit comes in quickly, and hangs around. Not quite the same 
sweet elegance on the finish, but very enjoyable. 75 merlot, 25 cab franc 89-
91 /100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch le Jurat, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
87% merlot, 9% cab sauv, 4 %cab franc. Little brett on the nose, and it's 
killing the fruit, w alcohol also. Not for me, or not a good sample. 84/100. 
 
Ch la Commanderie, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Better, some well defined plum and damson fruits, and good length. Not 
soaring though. 80/20 merlot/cab franc. 89/100. Drink 2020-2030. 
 
Ch Daugay, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Jean Bernard and Helene Grenie. 68% merlot, 24% cab franc, 8% cab sauv, 
lovely nose, clear oak but sweet with freshness. Heat, but well managed, and 
good juiciness. The finish does hold you tight, there is matiere here. Good. 
92/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Bellevue, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 
Very good this year. Real definition, excellent black cherry and redcurrant 
fruit, great length, no dip in mid palate.   98 merlot, 2 cab franc. 94-95/100. 
Drink 2020-2030. 
 
Carillon d'Angélus, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
The second wines are really coming into their own right now in Bordeaux, and 
this one, from Chateau d’Angélus, is among the best. Beautiful redcurrant and 
violet nose, gorgeous. 2010 is an excellent year for cabernet franc, and here 
levels rise to 50%, blended with 50% merlot. Stunning length, tongue tingling 
freshness, for me the best example of Carillon produced at the estate. 94/100. 
Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch d'Angelus, Saint Emilion Premier Grand Cru Classe (B) 
55% merlot, 45% cab franc. A frank, slightly spicy, thoroughly inviting nose, 
and deep plum damson in colour. This has power, but is enormously racy, 
with a strong uplifting finish. It stays and dances on your palate at the end, 
just incredibly slick, confident and impressive wine making. 80% first wine this 
year, 20% second wine. (5% less first wine this year) 96-97/100. Drink 2022-
2040. 
 
Moueix tasting - the Saint Emilions 
Tasted two weeks after the en primeurs, which in a year like 2010 was really 
helpful, and definitely lends weight to the idea that en primeurs are too early. 
This was a great tasting across the board. Extraction/skin contact/press was 
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carefully controlled for all the wines, and they were clearly successful because 
there wasn't a hint of over-heating. 
 
Ch Puy Blanquet, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
For the first wine tasted of the day, this is very good, rich, full of blueberry and 
loganberry fruit, very juicy tannins, seriously impressed w how approachable 
this is, but full of flavour. Not particularly complex or long, but a lip smacker. 
89-92/100 
 
Ch La Serre saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Often one of my favourite St Emilions, and this year highly successful aswell, 
rich coffee, mocha, dark chocolate, all of those successful, contemporary 
toasted barrel flavours, alongside lovely ripe red fruits. Classy. 94++/100 
 
Ch La Magdeleine, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
A classic restrained Magdeleine, more in its 'house style' than 2009, and one 
that I'm sure would please JC Berrouet, for its understated pleasure, and 
good levels of freshness. Very elegant, good ripe fruits, well balanced, no 
feeling of heat anywhere. 92-94/100 
 
Ch Belair Monange St Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Bought by the Moueix family in 2008, name changed (from Ch Belair) to 
honour Christian Moueix's grandmother. This again has a rich fruit backbone, 
very well integrated tannins, good balance. No issues going on w the Moueix 
team in st emilion this year, very impressed. Again that slight toasting from 
rhe barrel, sexily smudging the nose. 85% merlot, 15% cab franc. 92/100 
 
Jonathan Maltus tasting 
There has been a slight change in the Maltus style over the past few years, 
that is coming through in the wines but I'm not sure he is yet getting credit for. 
In the last two years, the vinification temperature has been brought down from 
31 to 28 degrees, the oak is now at 80% new/20% one year for ageing, 
picking is a day or two earlier, and maceration is a day or two less. The wines 
still undergo malo in barrel from Laforge upwards, but certainly there seems to 
be a serious and (for me at least) welcome shift towards freshness. Maltus 
fans needn't be too concerned - these are still rich, full of deep flavours and 
will still make an impact over a dining table, but the power is less abrupt, and 
the acidity of 2010 makes this even more apparent. He might get criticism for 
being reactive to trends in the wider market, but surely only in Bordeaux itself, 
where there can be a perverse pride in wilfully ignoring consumers. 
 
Ch Pezat, Bordeaux 2010  
85/15 merlot/cabernet franc. I always like this wine, it manages to be perky 
and pretty in most vintages. This growing season was finished with no hail 



   
 

and no coulure, so generally at good volumes, and production is at 4000 
cases. Out of all of the range tasted at Maltus, this is the only one where I felt 
there was unjustified heat, that wasn't fully balanced by the other elements. 
86+/100. Drink 2013-2020. 
 
Ch Teyssier, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
70/30 merlot, cabernet franc. This has a real depth of fruit, with ripe red 
summer berries and a good fresh lift on the finish. Successful, good quality, 
great value for a wine that has remained close to the same price for the past 
10 years. 90+/100. Drink 2016-2024. 
 
Ch Laforge, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010  
92% merlot, 8% cab franc. Malo in 100% new barrel, ageing in the 80/20 mix 
that is now standard with Maltus. Gorgeous bright en primeur colour, gourmet 
and sweet but very appealing. This blend was created on the first attempt by 
the way, apparently one of the very few than Jonathan and his team (Gilles 
Paquet is consultant) have ever pulled off - they did try others, but went right 
back to their initial suggestion because it worked the best! 92/100. Drink 
2016-2026. 
 
Le Carre, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
85% merlot/15% cabernet franc, 14.65 alcohol, pH 3.70 (towards the high end 
within the context of 2010 but still low enough to allow a good whoosh of 
acidity). The power starts coming in to the mid palate here, the intensity of the 
fruit is excellent but I have reservations over the finish. The clay terroir here 
gives plump richness to the merlot, and it feels the most 'modern' of the 
wines. Small 1 hectare plot, 350 cases. 92-93/100. Drink 2016-2030. 
 
Les Asteries, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Again a tiny plot of just one hectare. I love this one, this has the tunnel of 
acidity that gives silkiness to the fruit, cuts through the richness, really a 
wonderful balance, far more my style of wine, the elegance here gives an 
effortless sense of balance, even at 14.65 alcohol. 95+/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Vieux Chateau Mazerat, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
Wonderful violet rim, hugely concentrated wine, from vines that touch 
Chateau Angelus up on the limestone plateau. The blend is 65% merlot and 
35% cab franc on clay over limestone. On the palate also there are violet 
edges, playing nicely off herbal notes that make the overall experience 
savoury. Good concentration. Very successful. 94+/100. Drink 2018-2032. 
 
Le Dome, Saint Emilion Grand Cru 2010 
80/20 cab franc/merlot. A huge cabernet franc wine in a cabernet franc year, 
got to be worth a look. Liquorice root on the nose. This is incredibly dense, 
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with powerful fruit, excellent persistance, and smooth, well-knitted tannins. 
This starts off with powerful impact, but the acidity then reaches in and lifts 
everything up on the finish. Tannins are gently building up as the mid-palate 
progresses, and knead the fruit along to the finish. 97/100. Drink 2018-2035. 
 
Clos Nardian, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
40% semillon, 40% sauvignon blanc, 20% muscadelle. This has an incredibly 
aromatic nose, and a welcome lift on the finish, but the mid palate lacks a little 
freshness and definition for me. Good gourmet feel though, with stone fruits 
and fleshy ripeness. 89/100. Drink 2012-2018. 
 
 
UGC St Emilion 
 
Chateau la Gaffeliere, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 Beautiful 
dense red in colour, warm nose, slightly exotic, some japanese umi plum. Soft 
and sweet on the attack, although some heat creeps in afterwards. Overall, a 
good length, lift on the finish. Just a touch unbalanced at the end of mouth. 
91-92/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Franc Mayne Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Bright, deep red, with some violet on the rim. This is a richer take on the 
vintage, more extraction and more tannins. Hitting a wall with the acidity and 
alcohol here, but it tapers away to an enjoyable lift on the finish. Built to last, 
but a little drying. 90-92/100. Drink 2018-2028.  
 
Chateau Larcis Ducasse, St Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Nicolas Thienpont consults at this estate, and has coaxed a glass staining 
true en primeur purple colour. Sweet cherry on the nose, some good acidity, a 
cohesive if big approach, with an excellent punch of fruit on the finish. Really 
enjoyable wine. 93-94/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Beau-sejour Becot, St Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Quite a different nose, far more darkly spiced, plum and cassis. This is rich, 
there is high alcogol clearly, but deftly managed, with reasonable balance. 
Some liquorice, a touch of savoury herbs that are very welcome, because this 
again in a serious, well built wine. 93/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch la Couspaude, St Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Less successful for me, this has heat, a lot of pure cassis that kicks in once 
you get past the initial wall, but not entirely coming together. I csn clearly feel 
the matiere, the ripe tannins and the acidity, but it is not mouthwatering as 
some are, rather it takes a more brooding approach. Interesting, an 
intellectual wine. 90-91/100. Drink 2018-2030.    



   
 

 
Ch Trottevielle, St Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010  
Slightly lighter, more cherry red in character, very sweet on the nose. And this 
seems to have missed the point a little. The fruit is dense, but without spaces 
in between, and there is not enough lift in the mid palate to carry to through 
the alcohol to the finish. It's big, might have been pleasing in the cellar, but 
lacks something. 89/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch Figeac, St Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010  
Rich glass staining red, a relatively restrained nose, but saves it for the palate, 
which is a brooding hit, right in the mouth. It then drops off with a welcome 
break, and builds gently again. Very good quality, the cabernet sauvignon 
coming through clearly, and very successfully. Big, but it works. 94+/100. 
Drink 2018-2032.   
 
Ch Dassault, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010  
Sweet cherry, bright violet, back to normsl right bank en primeur service. 
Again, this is big and rich. Huge tannins, and pretty chewy, a lot to get 
through. The acidty though keeos the ball in the air right to the end, thank 
god, be ause it needs it. This is not exactly voluptuous, it again needs time to 
cobsider, but the oalate keeps on delivering. Hard to aeguecwith that finish. 
93/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch Pavie Maquin, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Bright purple, huge attack with too much heat, come on acidity, bring it on!! It 
does come in, but there is a disconnect between the attack and the finish. Left 
hanging in between, into the void. 89-90/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch la Dominique, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
This is a big machine, the alcohol is kept in check but you are left in no doubt 
that it's there, and waiting to pounce. I do miss a sense of delicacy here. It is 
all about the power, and I would like a little more waft of charm. 91/100. Drink 
2018-2028. 
 
Ch Grand Mayne, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 Stately purple 
robes here, I really like this. Juicy cassis fruit, well defined, sparkling bright, 
not over the top or over extracted. Quite a subtle wine really, but classic, well 
balanced and enjoyable. 94/100. Drink 2017-2028.   
 
Ch Berliquet, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Rich red colour, clearly high in alcohol from the viscous texture, and the first 
attack has some heat. I like the silkiness, and am not finding any dryness on 
the finish, but I am searching for the fruit. It does seem to be favouribg alcohol 
over fruit. 89/100. Drink 2017-2025. 
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Ch Troplong Mondot, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010  
Love the colour of these wines. A plummier, slightly candied nose compared 
to some, but the heat just knocks you over, takes all the fun out of the fruit. 
Here you really have to be patient for the acidity to come back in, and frankly 
life's too short. Even 90 seconds in I am still working through the heat at the 
back of the throat. This is always a big wine (last year 15.5%), but last year 
the fruit was more enjoyable, so it became a guilty pleasure. I don't get this 
time. 89-91/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Larmande, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Lovely en primeur purple, cedary, smoky sweet nose. What I like here, as with 
so many 2010s, is the length, the freshness on the finish, the layers. But yet 
again the alcohol throws off the sweet black fruits and earthy tannins that I am 
enjoying, shame. 90/100. Drink 2017-2027.    
 
Ch Clos Fourtet, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Much better balance here, although slightly sour mid palate from the alcohol. 
But good texture to the wine, silky smooth, and good ripe red fruits. 92/100. 
Drink 2018-2030.   
 
Ch Canon, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Enjoyable nose, good spicy fruited attack, but again the alcohol is threatening 
typicity. It rights itself though, and clever winemaking is clearly at work here. 
There is definite ageing potential. 91-93/100. Drink 2018-2030.   
 
Ch La Tour Figeac, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Again, come on guys. The alcohol is hiding the fruit, how many times do we 
have to say this?? Why take such risks with the sense of place!?? 88/100. 
Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch Balestard la Tonelle, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Deep, rich yet vibrant purple red, this has a far better balance, and a 
wonderful sense of richness, opulence, acidty and with a fresh finish. Great 
tannic structure, in control of the alcohol. Very good, 93-94/100. Drink 2018-
2030. 
 
Ch la Gaffeliere, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
So intense, so knitted together that it is hard to break through. Deep liquorice 
and dark coffee beans, espresso in a Milan cafe. It delivers a fresh finish, and 
there is quite clearly huge potential, no drying tannins. Another intellectual, 
brooding wibe, not immediately pleasurable, but packed full of interest. 
93/100. Drink 2019-2032. 
 



   
 

Ch Cap de Moulin, Saint Emilion Grand Cru Classe 2010 
Slight reduction? There are definite pinched fruit aromas, but seems to come 
together better on the palate. Needs time to unwind, but there are some good 
clean fruits on show. 90/100. Drink 2017-2027. 

SAUTERNES 
 
 
Overview 
 
Very different in style to the rich and opulent 2009s, there was plenty of fresh 
subtle flavours in the 2010 Sauternes. Not such a classic vintage perhaps, 
certainly not for Sauternes traditionalists, but there were some wonderful 
wines, and they deserve to have widespread appeal, particularly to a new 
audience who might have been put off by the luscious sweetness of last year. 
This is truly a Sauternes vintage to drink - more in the line of 2001 and 2007, 
although without quite the concentration of those two wonderful vintages. 
 
Chateau d’Yquem, Premier Cru Classé, Sauternes 2010 
After a hot and dry growing season, winemaker Sandrine Garbay reported 
that 2010 was the first time she completed harvest and cellar work in jumpers. 
This cool finish (the last grapes came in on November 4, so perhaps not 
entirely surprising) has given a gossamer lightness to Yquem this year. 
13.55% alcohol, 141g of residual sugar, but so silky and soft in texture, the 
sweetness just floats away. 87% semillon, 13% sauvignon blanc. 3.8 acidity 
total and 3.8 in pH. Good production, 50% of the overall harvest gone into the 
first wine but still managed a higher quantity than usual. 20hl/h= generous 
production.   97+/100. Drink 2020-2060. 
 
 
UGC Sauternes 
  
Chateau Bastor-Lamontagne, Sauternes 2010 
Delicate gold in colour, quite a honeyed nose. This has power, and a rich 
marmalade grapefruit. Could do with a touch more deftness on the finish, but 
real potential. Not delicate exactly, but charming. 88/100. Drink 2016-2030 
 
Ch de Fargues, Sauternes 2010 
A twist of lime on the nose, and evident complexity. This has a real intensity to 
the citrus lime fruit, and excellent freshness on the finish. Very good quality. 
93/100. Drink 2018-2035. 
 
Ch d'Arche, Sauternes 2010 
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Yellow gold in colour. Not such purity of fruit expression on the nose, a touch 
more muddled on the attack. There is power here, and some lovely acidity, 
but it has not come together yet, definitely needs time, but I am liking the 
freshness, and it has excellent persistance. 90/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Broustet, Sauternes 2010 
Under new ownership since last year. Lemon, some grapefruit on the nose, 
and rich honeysuckle on the palate, but acidity a touch unbalanced. As with all 
the wines so far, this has enjoyable length and some real elegance and 
minerality. 90/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Caillou, Sauternes 2010 
Slightly more floral nose here, gentle white blossom flowers. Lovely smooth 
silky texture, just a touch of heat, but a jasmine orange taste coming in that is 
truly enjoyable. Slides to a finish, keeping a real sense of uplift on the end of 
palate. Heat takes some elegance away. 91/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Doisy Daene, Sauternes 2010 
Lovely lively nose, rich but fresh, complex layers of mango and lime. Things 
are getting interesting here, totally palate tingling, excellent balance, lively and 
nervous, 'fine young filly'. 93-94+/100. Drink 2018-2034. 
 
Ch Doisy Vedrines, Sauternes 2010 
Lovely golden hue, some delicious fresh flavours, but just a touch less 
balance. Still, this is clearly more of a Sauternes year that fits in with my 
palate, not so luscious, lighter, more energy. Lemon and orange on the finish. 
91-92/100. Drink 2018-2032 
 
Ch Filhot, Sauternes 2010 
One of the richer gold hues. This has some heat that I am not really feeling 
elsewhere, but also a real lightness of structure that just about carries away 
the alcohol. On a second tasting after going through the whole flight, alcohol 
still too intrusive. 87-88/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Lamothe, Sauternes 2010 
Again a rich gold. Wonderfully silky texture. This is a more opulent, liquereux 
style of wine, but it works, and is full of complex burnt orange aromas, with a 
lovely fresh finish. Good quality. 92-93/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Lamothe Guignard, Sauternes 2010 
Again, a richer, more opulent style, touch of heat that is slightly throwing 
things off balance, although again the acidity evident in the mid palate and 
finish manages to come strongly into play. These are interesting wines. Very 
different from last year. 90+/100. Drink 2018-2030 



   
 

 
Ch de Malle, Sauternes 2010 
The nose is pretty, charming, floral (they have 3% muscadelle),  with 
concentrated citrus. Even more so on the palate, a real sweet and sour thing 
going on here where the sugar is quite present and heavy, but the acidity 
keeping step. Twist of lime, good length, silky texture, not a lot to complain 
about here. Very impressed. 94/100. Drink 2018-2034 
 
Ch Myrat, Sauternes 2010 
Rich gold, clear viscous texture to the wine. Plenty of intensity on the palate, a 
whoosh of minty freshness is very welcome, as there is power and heat 
behind it. Great length, as these all have, but not overpowering. I am enjoying 
these wines very much. Sure they have deceptive alcohol though. 91+/100. 
Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Nairac, Sauternes 2010 
Rich rich gold, a little cloudy, and a prickle on the tongue, still working its way 
through. But the flavours are good and intense. Should retaste. 90?/100. 
Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Romer, Sauternes 2010 
Good stone fruit clarity to the nose, peaches and nectarines. On the palate, 
good balance, well placed fruit and acidity, and good length. Not uplifting on 
the finish, but a strong showing. 91/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Coutet, Sauternes 2010 
A charming delicate yellow gold, some spring flowers on the nose. Like this, a 
lovely freshness to it, some really delicate strands of flavour, good length and 
like the pretty, delicacy here, masking some clear power underneath. 92-
93/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Guiraud, Sauternes 2010 As ever, the sauvignon blanc in this wine gives 
it a wonderful sense of freshness, against a rich and sticky mid-palate that 
gives a wonderful contrasting sensation in the mouth. A very physical, three-
dimensional wine. 93/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Haut Peyraguey, Sauternes 2010 
Rich, honeyed, buttered in colour. The nose feels a touch heavy, but have to 
hand it to them on the palate, there is plenty of freshness, a good rich, exotic 
fruit backbone of apricots, mangoe and papaya, and it ends well. Rich, 
certainly, but complex. 93+/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Lafaurie Peyraguey, Sauternes 2010 
Pleasantly intense acidity here, that squeezes your mouth, really wrings it out 
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but brings some sugar right behind it. This is rich, with caramel, sugar, creme 
caramel, toffee, a little lacking in primary fruits.. But good, for sweet toothed 
fans. 91/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Rabaud Promis, Sauternes 2010 
This has an intensely rich, well fruited attack, cinammon, lemon souffle, 
excellent definition of flavours, again a gourmet style, but with clear freshness 
and some real success. 93++/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch de Rayne Vigneau, Sauternes 2010 
Good twist between sweetness and acidity, although the mid-palate doesn't 
quite bring everything together. 87/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Rieussec, Sauternes 2010 
Good silky texture, enjoyable twist of lime, fresh and yet with clear caramel 
richness. This is good, with real complexity while remaining pretty and fresh. 
Good lift on the finish. 93/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Ch Sigalas Rabaud, Sauternes 2010 
Rich, deep gold colour. Some floral charcter, and as with many a slightly hot 
start is balanced by a clear shot of acidity into the mid palate that carries 
things through. Delicate apricot and lime blossom flavours. 91+/100. Drink 
2018-2030 
 
Ch Suduiraut, Sauternes 2010 
Power in this one, lovely lime flavours, some smooth, well textured fruit, and a 
good struxture. Lacks a touch of freshness for the vintage, but a gourmet 
choice. 92/100. Drink 2018-2032 
 
Ch la Tour Blanche, Sauternes 2010 
Like this very much, a good mix of power and freshness. On the finish, the 
heat strips things back a little too far, leaving it a touch drying. 90/100. Drink 
2018-2028 

PAUILLAC, ST JULIEN, ST ESTEPHE 
 
 
Overview 
 
I loved these appellations in 2010 – cabernet sauvignon thrived in the warmth, 
and the acidity gave it such balance and poise. 
 
Carruades de Lafite, Pauillac 2010 



   
 

50% cabernet sauvignon, 42.5% merlot, petit verdot 2.4%, cabernet franc 
5.1%Incredibly aromatic nose, because all the cabernet franc went into 
Carruades this year, not into Lafite (despite Chevallier voting in its favour, but 
the seven man committee could not agree). Gives a wonderful delicacy to the 
nose, and some beautiful violets. All of the wines are around 13.5% alcohol. 
This is taking a little time to open up, you can tell that they have upped the 
selection and the density of fruit, and you will need to wait a while before 
drinking. 55% of overall production went into Carruades this year. 93/100. 
Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Duhart Milon, Pauillac 2010 
This wine should offer a slower rise in price than Lafite but still enormous 
pleasure and potential. It gives an immediate hit of plum and intense damson, 
and is rich in structure and power, with concentrated liquorice and savoury 
herbs. 73% cabernet sauv, 27% merlot. Again approx 13.5%. 95/100. Drink 
2022-2042. 
 
Chateau Lafite Rothschild, Pauillac 2010 
40% first wine, very similar to last year (2005 was the highest at 49%, but that 
is rare). Less aromatic on the nose than the Carruades, because no cabernet 
franc, and of course built to last. 87.2% cabernet sauvignon, 12.8% merlot 
(last year was 82.5% cab sauvignon, 17% merlot and 0.5 petit verdot). Again 
this bright purple rim, but that dissolves within a fraction of a centimetre into 
rich, inky, black fruit. 20mm of rain in June, July and August in 2010. Slighty 
more stormy in 2009, even if overall rainfall not that different. Chevallier: ‘the 
figures are very similar between the two vintages, but the end result very 
different. Last year more opulent, this year more fresh fruit on the finsh’. A 
mentholy finsh, like the best Lafites. This has a weightless quality, very fine 
tannins, just delicious. Again, the length is remarkable. Some dark spices 
here. The balance is seriously impressive, which gives it this weightless 
quality because not one element is over powering. Expect normal production, 
so 20,000 cases. 99/100. Drink 2025-2050. 
 
Chateau Pontet Canet, Pauillac 2010 
2010 is the first year that this estate has been certified both organic and 
biodynamic, and once again proves why it has leapt up in terms of reputation 
over the past decade. No leaf thinning, no green harvesting, both contributed 
towards the grapes being protected from the heat. Same blend as 2009 (64% 
cabernet sauvignon, 30% merlot, 4% cabernet franc and 1% petit verdot). 
Such a vibrant colour, just jumps out of the glass. Incredibly aromatic on the 
nose. This is violet, plum, rosemary, black cherries, pure cassis, all clearly 
defined. They – of course – start the malolactic naturally here, and wait for 
each individual vat to start with its own natural yeast, but still had no problems 
with late malo, and were finished by November. 80% of the overall production 
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goes into the first wine. 96/100. Drink 2020-2045.  
 
Pauillac (de Chateau Latour), Pauillac 2010 
55% cabernet sauvignon, 44.5% merlot, 0.5% cab franc, 13.9% abv, 4% of 
overall production. Very ripe fruit, this has quite tight tannins though. 10-15% 
new oak. after some time in the glass, there is a pleasant smoky quality to the 
nose, things are tight and rich, and this is clearly a step above what you would 
typically call ‘a third wine’. 91/100. Drink 20118-2028. 
 
Les Forts de Latour, Pauillac 2010 
The second wine of Chateau Latour has been going from strength to strength 
in quality over recent years, and displays the same precision engineering you 
see in Latour itself – you move through the experience in stages, it is only just 
beginning to unfurl its limbs. Grape selection has been tightened in 2010, and 
there is a clear density and definition to the rich black fruits. 72.5% cabernet 
sauvignon, 25.5% merlot, 0.5% 2% petit verdot. 94-95/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Ch Latour, Pauillac 2010 
90.5% cabernet sauvignon, 8.5% merlot, 0,5% for both petit verdot and 
cabernet franc. 36% of grand vin, blended the first two weeks of March, as is 
typical. This needs time and concentration to really get behind. Many, many 
different strands of flavour, so powerful. Such precision of fruit, so intense. 
Have horses working 10 to 15 hectares of vines within the L’Enclos, have 
been starting biodynamic farming since 2007, horses since winter 2009/2010, 
based below the chateau, in the vines near to the Gironde. Not all L’Enclos of 
in 1st wine, generally of the 47 hectares of L’Enclos, certain parcels go into 
Forts and the very young vines go into Pauillac. Just such stunning 
expression of cabernet sauvignon, irresistable power. Demands concentration 
– you keep going back and it reveals a little more each time. Last year 38.3% 
first wine, this year 36%. 98/100. Drink 2025-2050. 
 
Ch Fourcas Borie, Listac 2010 
70% merlot,  15% petit verdot 15% cabernet sauvignon. Vineyard is upper 
part of Listrac. Unusual to have such high merlot in Listrac, but they believe 
their soils are too cold for the cab sauvingon. Deep black spicy quality, slightly 
puckering, its quite an odd combination to have so much merlot and so much 
petit verdot. 30% new oak, rest one year. 88/100. Drink 2020-2032.  
 
Ch Lalande Borie, Saint Julien 2010 
In south of St julien, bought from Lagrange in the 70s. 50% cabernet 
sauvignon 40 %merlot and 10% cabernet franc, very well knitted together, 
very fresh, powerful backbone, really enjoyable, better for me than the 2009, 
37% new oak, the rest in one year old barrels. 91/100. Drink 2020-2034. 
 



   
 

La Croix de Beaucaillou, Saint Julien 2010 
2010 is a good year for smart buying of the second wines, and this is one of 
the best – and offers earlier drinking than many Left Banks this year. Made 
from its own separate plots of vines, it is due to sport a new label for this 
vintage, signalling the investment that has been put in to upping the quality 
(the designer is rumoured to be a famous British female artist). And 
something is clearly working – 85% cabernet sauvignon, 15% merlot, pure 
violet in colour, rich and sweet on the palate, joyful. 125,000 bottles, 20% less 
over the whole production because of careful sorting and uneven flowering. 
60% new oak. 94+/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Ducru Beaucaillou, Saint Julien 2010 
90% new oak approx. The first wine here just blew me away. Fabulous 
classical Ducru. 90% cabernet sauvignon, 10% merlot. This is utterly 
gorgeous cabernet sauvignon, the tannins and acidity make your mouth 
pucker, but it is worth the ride as you are shot right through to the fruit, which 
is so pure. Easily better then the 2009. Such a long life ahead. 98/100. Drink 
2020-2045. 
 
Goulee, Medoc 2010 
80% cab, 20% merlot. They always manage to get the smear it over your 
glass purple colour here. Rich, velvety and rather lovely on the nose. Very 
concentrated fruit, lacks a little elegance and the alcohol seems higher than 
the stated 13.74% to me. 89-90/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Pagodes de Cos, Saint Estèphe 2010 
62% cab, 38% merlot, lovely rich flavours, but a high 14.13% alcohol, and 
again I can feel it. 45% of the production went into the second wine. 91/100. 
Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Cos d'Estournel, Saint Estèphe 2010 
78% cabernet sauvignon, 19% merlot, 2% cabernet franc, 1% petit verdot,. 
Jean Guillaume thinks 2010 more restrained and classical than the 2009, 
which I think we can all agree was more voluptuous. At 14.5% alcohol, this is 
again a huge wine, as has become the signature of the estate over the past 
five years. I have to say that I am swimming against the tide with this one. 
Perhaps it was the day I tasted (although I followed it by Montrose and Calon, 
and both I loved) but I felt it lacked the joyous sense of fun of 2009, and got 
dragged down by its own desire to be more serious and intellectual. There 
was lovely mouth-watering juicy fruit on the attack, but it tasted so far from a 
Saint Estephe that I found it hard to love. Great length, clearly needed time 
and attention to taste, look forward to trying this again once it has started to 
stretch its limbs. 55% grand vin. Prats: ‘We don’t have a third wine, no, I don't 
play that game’. 94-95/100. Drink 2022-2040. 
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Château Capbern-Gasqueton, Saint Estèphe 2010 
As of this year, the wine is being made in a new winery with 37 vats relating to 
the 37 plots of vines. More approachable clearly, 27% merlot, 73% cabernet 
sauvignon, with 10% press wine for backbone, I like this, very fresh, very 
focused. 93+/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Calon Segur, Saint Estèphe 2010 
Full of St Estèphe character, with wonderful freshness, 86% cabernet 
sauvignon, 2% petit verdot, 12% merlot.  Half the usual production this year, 
80,000 bottles, instead of 160,000 bottles last year, so the price will inevitably 
rise, but small quantities will also make it sought after in years to come. 13.8% 
alcohol, but kept in check. 95-96/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
La Dame de Montrose, Saint Estèphe 2010 
36% of production, 64% cab sauvignon, 36% merlot. Lovely fresh fruit, very 
enjoyable. 91/100. Drink 2018-2035. 
 
Chateau Montrose, Saint Estèphe 2010 
64% of production went into the first wine this year, with a blend of 53% 
cabernet sauvignon, 37% merlot, cabernet franc 9% and 1% petit verdot. This 
is the first year with the extra 20 hectares of vines bought from Phelan Segur, 
and is slightly higher in merlot as a result. Again, this truly captures what you 
want from a St Estephe, plenty of structure and power, but fresh and elegant. 
As with last year, this has confidence and personality, a great wine. Harvested 
from September 27th to October 15th, with 45hl/h 95+/100. Drink 2020-2045. 
 
Le Petit Mouton, Pauillac 2010 
Utterly captivating nose, charming purity of fruit. Very tight tannic structure, 
this clearly is built for lasting. 26% of the production into this wine (49% goes 
into Mouton this year, then the rest into their third (DBPR vin de negoc, much 
of it into a wine called Baron Nathaniel, that also has the declassified vines of 
Armailhac and Clerc, so a good tip). Very smooth fruits, not quite the 
generosity of last year, but certainly the length, this has an uplift on the finish. 
Polished fruits at the end, and a good 75 second before it tips anywhere. 68% 
cabernet sauvignon, 24% merlot, 8% cab franc 92-93/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Ch d'Armailhac, Pauillac 2010 
Deep cherry red, with violet reflections, medium intensity colour, not a 
monster. Wonderfully sweet cherry and blackcurrant on the attack, with a 
subtle tunnel of acidity coming through in the mid palate, plenty of mouth 
watering fruit. Wonderful length, and the perfect 2010 mix of hidden power 
and a minty freshness from the excellent acidity. 60% cabernet sauvignon, 
23% merlot, 15% cabernet franc, 2% petit verdot. The tannic structure holds 



   
 

you very tight in the mid palate.. 94/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Clerc Milon, Pauillac 2010 
For my money, Clerc Milon is looking wonderful this year. Full of power, this 
has the minty edge, the tannins and the freshness to really lift you up and 
carry you through. About 30% down on volume from last year. 94-95+/100. 
Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Mouton Rothschild, Pauillac 2010 
We are in rich, stately ruby territory here. This has a powerful, multi layered 
generosity of fruit, but pinned ferociously into place by a backbone of acidity. 
The tannins are clear and present, but as with Lafite and Margaux, they have 
a delicacy and grace that just sets them apart. This is a wine to truly take your 
time over, 94% cabernet sauvignon, 6% merlot. Wow!! The highest level of 
Cabernet Sauvignon on record, 88% last year. Thrilling, stunning length, my 
mouth is singing with this, delicacy and grace but generosity of fruit and huge 
length. Utterly gorgeous, has persistence but it builds in the motuh as it goes, 
getting more and more intense over several minutes. About 20% down from 
last year, from small berries and early coulure on the merlot. 99-100/100. 
Drink 2025-2050. 
 
Chapelle de Pontensac, Medoc 2010 
56% merlot, 31% cabernet sauvignon, 12% cabernet franc, 1% petit verdot. 
Lovely rich, ripe colours, and a charming, pretty wine, again much better than 
last year for me. This is final blend (as for all the Delon wines). 13.2% 89/100. 
Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Chateau Potensac, Medoc 2010 
Going from strength to strength under the Delon ownership, I was particularly 
impressed by the entire range this year (including their Pomerol, Chateau 
Nenin). 13.6% alcohol, 42% merlot, 37% cabernet sauvignon, 21% cabernet 
franc, 5% petit verdot. Really enjoyable, with fresh fruit, black cherry and 
loganberry, some wet stone minerality, again it is a pretty take on 2010, and 
very pleasurable. 93-94/100. Drink 2020-2030. 
 
Le Petit Lion, Saint Julien 
The second wine of Leoville Las Cases, made from the young vines of the 
main estate. 52% cabernet sauvignon, 38% merlot, 5% cabernet franc and 
the same again of petit verdot. There isn’t usually petit verdot in this wine, but 
the grapes have been added here instead of Clos de Marquis. It gives a 
powerful edge to the wine this year, pumps it up a little. This is again 
enjoyable. 13.7% 92-93/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Clos de Marquis, Saint Julien 
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75% cabernet sauvignon, 17% merlot, 8% cabernet franc. Gosh, serious 
tannic structure in the Clos de Marquis, this is an excellent wine, really deft on 
the finish, this is excellent quality, truly a wine that can more than stand on its 
own. 93-95/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Léoville Las Cases, Saint Julien 2010 
Stunning, utterly gorgeous, a classic wine from my favourite appellation of 
2010. 75% new oak, 3,56pH, translating into wonderfully high acidity 
underpinning the tannins, and giving a boost to the fresh fruit flavours, 
wrapped in a powerful structure and incredibly suave texture. One of the 
wines of the vintage for me - full of power and immediate impact, but with 
charm. 99+/100. Drink 2022-2045. 
 
 
(UGC Tasting at Grand Puy Ducasse, plus at Pichon Baron) 
 
Chateau de Lamarque, Haut Medoc 2010 
Restrained on the nose, but this has fierce tannins on the palate, and coming 
from Leoville (hardly fair of course!), they are fairly untamed. Chunky finish, 
this is powerful, but lacks finesse. 88/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Chateau Coufran, Haut Medoc 2010 
Beautiful en primeur purple here. Again, a very taut tannic structure, a touch 
of green tannins right on the finish, this is keeping a lot back, potential, but 
very closed, not a lot of fruit evident right now. 89-90/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch la Tour Carnet, Haut Medoc 2010 (Classified 4th Growth) 
Rich purple, violet reflections, sweet oak on the nose, a touch more 
contemporary in take from Bernard Magrez's Medoc outpost. The charred 
blackberry crumble gives depth, but it's not entirely cohesive yet. Still, can 
imagine they are pleased with this, and certainly potential. 91/100. Drink 
2020-2030. 
 
Chateau Beaumont, Haut Medoc 2010 
Silky, brooding black velvet in colour, surprises me that the nose is fairly 
open. Bit sour on the finish, shame as some potential here, the fruit drops off 
too quickly though, and the finish is all about tannins and alcohol. Saving 
grace is the length of the finish, which tapers upwards. 53% cabernet 
sauvignon, 40% merlot, 4% cabernet franc, 3% petit verdot (planted). 88-
89/100. Drink 2020-2030. 
 
Chateau Belgrave, Haut Medoc 2010 (Classified 5th Growth) 
Again gorgeous colour and texture, some sour fruit but here it is well 
controlled, and lifts up on the finish, with touches of menthol. A good show. 



   
 

41% cabernet sauvignon, 51% merlot, 3% cabernet franc and 4% petit verdot. 
Harvested from 29 September to 18th October. 91-92/100. Drink 2020-2032. 
 
Chateau Cantemerle, Haut Medoc 2010 (Classified 5th Growth) 
These are stunningly rich in colour, near perfection visually right now (5% petit 
verdot in this wine, which of course adds huge amounts of colour, although 
2010 has managed to get depth of anthocyanins from all varieties). An 
interesting mixture of reserved and in your face. This is not giving much away, 
it is far more about texture right now than anything else. The alcohol is 
obvious though, it's a big wine, clearly again a chai-pleaser, needs a lot of 
time to unfold. 89-92/100. Drink 2020-2032. 
 
Chateau Citran, Haut Medoc 2010 
Lovely dark spice on the nose, some good chewy tannins, plenty of cassis 
and blackberry fruits, again a black pepper spice coming through. Big, 
concentrated, but well balanced. 93+/100. Drink 2020-2030. 
 
Chateau de Camensac, Haut Medoc 2010 (Classified 5th Growth) 
Rich purple, violet hints, quite an unusual nose for the Medoc, real violets 
coming through, crushed flowers. Not quite as imoressive on the palate on the 
attack, but as you sit through the mid palate, there is a ton of interest, crushed 
pebbles, blackcurrant coulis. Lacks a touch of panache, definitely more about 
the power, but potential in spades. 60% cabernet sauvignon, 40% merlot. 92-
93+/100. Drink 2020--2035. 
 
Chateau Malescasse, Haut Medoc 2010 
I’m again enjoying this nose, and the colour. Slightly smoky. Big, intense fruit 
and alcohol hit on the first attack, that clears, but you have to hang in there. 
88-89/100. Drink 2019-2029. 
 
Chateau Gloria, Saint Julien 2010 
Beautiful violet rim, spicy and inviting nose. A hit of sweet fruit on the attack, 
leading to a tunnel of tannin and freshness in the mid-palate. Clearly there is 
alcohol, and clearly built to last, but with grace. Should be great value, as 
unclassified but wondeful quality, from owner Jean-Louis Triaud. 94+/100. 
Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Saint Pierre, Saint Julien 2010 
A stately ruby colour, with black cherry and smoke on the nose. I like the 
palate, seems very cohesive, some interesting complexity of coffee beans and 
black fruits, and good silky texture. 92-94/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Beychevelle, Saint Julien 2010 
A wine that is creating increasing interest in China this has a powerful punch 
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of tannins, again saved by a juicy acidity scooping them up in the mid-palate. 
Great finish, seriously persistent, with mouthwatering touches and tannins that 
inch along, revealing themselves tantalisingly slowly. 94+/100 
 
Chateau Branaire Ducru, Saint Julien 2010 
Plum, damsons spiced with vanilla and cardammon pods. Slightly gentler on 
the attack, and again the alcohol gives a slight sourness to the tannins on mid 
palate. This has clear breeding, plenty to enjoy. Again just love the 
persistence on the finish, and eventually (a good minute or more in), you are 
lead upwards towards a soft fruit finish. 93-94/100. Drink 2019-2035. 
 
Chateau Gruaud Larose, Saint Julien 2010 
Silky, viscous in texture, deep rich velvet tones, sweet charred oak on the 
nose. This has power but no harshness, intense fruit flavours, well-knitted 
together tannins, silky texture, excellent quality wine. 94+/100. Drink 2020-
2035. 
 
Chateau Lagrange, Saint Julien 2010 
These wines really demand time and concentration. This one is a touch hot, 
and prickles a little on the back of the throat. Can feel the power and the fruit, 
and second time round you can work through that initial hit. 92-93/100. Drink 
2020-2034. 
 
Chateau Léoville Barton, Pauillac 2010 
The days when this was truly a value wine are being left behind, but it still 
offers wonderful pleasure, at a price that remains reasonable compared to 
some of its neighbours. Rich, pure, vibrant colour. Great whoosh of the holy 
trinity of acidity-tannin-fruit here, very polished. 94-95/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Langoa Barton, Saint Julien 2010 
Glass-staining, full and rich. Vanilla and blackcurrant on the nose and palate, 
this is not as effortlessly brilliant as in 2009 for me, but still full of power and 
impact. Clearly well made, heaps of rich fruits and full-on tannins, but is 
holding on tight right now. For me, Leoville tops it this year. 92-93+. Drink 
2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Talbot, Saint Julien 2010 
Rich matiere, chewy tannins. All the St Juliens this year are good, but this falls 
in the chewy, slightly mouth stripping tannins, the acidity is not whooshing in 
here, but on the finish, there are still dark fruits, they have hung in there, and 
do their job well. 91-92/100. Drink 2020-2038. 
 
Chateau Leoville Poyferre, Saint Julien 2010 
Liquid velvet again. Black chocolate, black coffee, big and strong, but suave 



   
 

and fresh. Excellent, great length. Another excellent year from a chateau that 
is doing all the right things. 94-95/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Lynch Moussas, Pauillac 2010 
Lacks the definition and depth of fruit to fully hurdle over the alcohol. Clear 
length, and the acidity again arrives in mid palate to save the day, but not one 
of my favourites. 89-90/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Haut Bages Liberal, Pauillac 2010 
Real elegance and complexity on the nose, lovely texture, some spicy plum, 
rich and fresh. Slightly gum-hurting on the acidity, it needs to embed with the 
fruit a little more, but definitely potential. 91/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Batailley, Pauillac 2010 
Again, tannic power is reaching bursting point here, these are wines for the 
boys, liquid equivalent of Lamborghinis or (if you prefer not to flatter their egos 
so much!) souped up Escorts. Prefer the understements in St Julien 
personally, although clearly this is a well made wine and will go the distance. 
On the finish, it rewards with a gentle mouth-peppering spice, and some juicy 
fruit. Quality. 92-93/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Grand Puy Ducasse Pauillac 2010 
Another hurly burly colour, although like the purity of plum on the nose 
(greengage in the better Pomerols, damson over here). I get some alcohol 
coming off this though, and jeez it is ferocious on rhe palate, tears through 
your mouth with a wall of tannins. Clearly a big chateau playing at the top of 
its game. 93-94+/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Ch Croizet Bages Pauillac 2010 
In comparison to some here, this feels gentler. Some rich spice on the attack, 
deep intensity of fruit and tannin, less of a monster. However, there is a touch 
of bitterness and under-ripe tannins on the finish. Shame, as this chateau 
produced an excellent 2009, and it has dipped down a little this year. 88-
90/100. Drink 2020-2030. 
 
Chateau Grand Puy Lacoste, Pauillac 2010 
One of those wines with the cliff top pause, where it attacks, then hangs 
thrillingly in mid-air, then gets going again. A powerhouse, putting on it black 
gloves and menancingly flexing its knuckles, a John Malcovich wine. But 
good, great texture, strong liquorice and blackcurrant. 94/100. Drink 2022-
2045. 
 
Chateau Lynch Bages, Pauillac 2010 
Again, the massive tannins that are a signature of the vintage, with every 
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element pumped up to full volume. Wet stone minerality, smothered in 
blackcurrant, clearly built to last. Lay this down and forget about it for a while, 
then sit back and enjoy. 94-95/100. Drink 2021-2045. 
 
Chateau Pichon Comtesse, Pauillac 2010 
Some subtle floral notes on the nose, this has rich damson fruits, good 
structure, with liquorice and sweet spices coming in the mid-palate. Yet again 
a wine where you greet the fresh acidity like a long-lost friend – expect this 
wine to last upwards of 40 years. 94-95/100. Drink 2025-2040. 
 
Ch Pibran, Pauillac 2010 
50/50 merlot, cab sauv, 5000 cases production, no coulure on the merlot so 
overall quantity similar to last year. Good tannins here, fresh fruit, pretty juicy 
and aromatic. Clean flavours. 50% new oak. 13.8% alcohol. 91/100. Drink 
2021-2035. 
 
Les Tourelles de Longueville, Pauillac 2010 
60/40 merlot/cab sauvignon, 50% new barrels. 45% of 2nd wine, same again 
for Pichon, then 10% declassified (w all the cab franc and petit verdot, 
because not planted on the best place, too much water stress this year). Rich, 
strong tannins, good acidity, 14,000 cases of both wines. 92/100. Drink 2019-
2030. 
 
Chateau Pichon de Longueville (Baron), Pauillac 2010 
79% cabernet sauvignon, 21% merlot (last year 67/33). This has a gorgeous, 
strong nose, real whooshing acidity pouring in to the sides of your mouth. 
Picked around one week later than last year, but were able to wait. 3.7ph, 
again usually 3.85 or 3.9. The theory here is that the low pH came because 
with no rain the roots went deeper, where there is less potassium and 
magnesium (high potassium usually equals high ph and low acidity). Fantastic 
length, again this purity of fruit on the finish. Highly successful. 94-95/100. 
Drink 2021-2045. 
 
Chateau Cos Labory, Saint Estèphe 2010 
Appealing, big but charming nose, some fresh fruit, a little more fun than the 
Pauillacs. This is a touch green on the finish, but definite potential and charm 
– and should offer great value. 90/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau de Pez, Saint Estèphe 2010 
Sweet new oak, unmistakeable! Again, the alcohol whacks things out of play, 
and it doesn’t get back on track. Not as successful as their 2009. 86-87/100. 
 
Chateau Lafon Rochet, Saint Estèphe 2010 
Beautiful ripe purple, fresh fruit, juice and pleasurable, with the tunnel 



   
 

whoosh. Like this, frank and upfront and enjoyable. Chocolate and mocha on 
the finish, modern but pleasing. 93/100. Drink 2019-2029. 
 
Chateau Ormes de Pez, Saint Estèphe 2010 
Darker plummy nose, a little too sweet on the attack, but the acidity in mid 
palate and lovely juiciness on the finish gives it the pleasurable overall impact 
that I so often find in this wine. Needs time to integrate, perhaps, but definitely 
one to watch. 91-92/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Chateau Phelan Segur, Saint Estephe 2010 
Big, good powerful attack but too much heat on the mid palate. All about the 
tannic power. Good acidity though, and things right themselves on the last 
furlong. Tasted this at the chateau also a few weeks before en primeur, where 
the power was also in evidence – but the finish is more knitted together now, 
and this will continue to improve. 91-92/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
 

 

PESSAC LEOGNAN 
 
 
Overview 
 
A very strong showing from this appellation in 2010, easily one of the best 
across the board that I have tasted since moving here in 2003. The reds were 
by and large big, structured and confident, and the style of Pessac Leognan 
seems really to have moved on a level, and separate quite distinctly from the 
softer and subtler Graves. The white wines, very different in style from 2009, 
had some lovely lilting acidity, and plenty of promise. They lack the fruit 
concentration of the best 2007s for me, but this is one of the most impressive 
showings from Bordeaux whites for a few years. 
 
 
La Chapelle de la Mission Haut-Brion, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Stunning density of fruit on the nose, rich, deep damson with gentle spices. 
Incredibly elegant, yet with real depth to the spice. 27% merlot, 47% cab 
sauv, 26% cab franc. Tapers off at the end of the palate, lifts you upwards. 
42% of their production this year went into La Chapelle. 93++/100. Drink 
2018-2035. 
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La Clarence de Haut-Brion, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Under-valued compared to the other second wines of the First Growths, this is 
really worth seeking out. The wine offers an instant hit of finely-textured 
autumnal fruits, so clean and precise that it closes with a whisper on the finish 
– highly accomplished, with a rich vibrant core. They declassified all the 
young merlot vines (that suffered with the drought) that would normally be 
used in this wine. 52% merlot, 36% cabernet sauvignon, 10% cabernet franc, 
2% petit verdot. 39% of the overall production went into the second wine this 
year. 94/100. Drink 2018-2035. 
 
Chateau La Mission Haut-Brion Pessac Léognan 2010 
47% of the production made up the first wine in 2010. At a hefty 15% abv, I 
was a touch apprehensive (the power of Twitter, where the alcohol levels 
were widely commented on), and although the fruit power of the first attack 
hides the alcohol, here is no denying that the mid palate contains some heat. 
But the finish has such acidity, such freshness, that you are whisked upwards. 
Apparently this year the tri optique really came into its own, as the stalks were 
very dry and broken, and it was very useful to have everything sorted to a 
microscopic degree. The nose is rich, layered, scented, and the palate has 
stunning, richly intense and well layered fruits. It doesn’t beat the 2009 for me, 
but it is still pretty great. 37% merlot, 62% cabernet sauvignon, 1% cabernet 
franc. 96+/100. Drink 2021-2045. 
 
Chateau Haut Brion, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Production was down 30% on last year, with an expected 7300 cases, 
because of smaller berry size, some coulure on the merlot and more 
declassified wine. The reds were picked from 9 September to 9th October, 
one day later than last year They selected 42% of the overall production into 
the grand vin this year, with alcohol slightly lower than La Mission at 14.6% 
abv. This is a stunning, gorgeous, richly layered and textured wine. It 
manages to be generous and insistent, but very elegant. Long lasting, so light 
on the palate yet rich and full. Blend is 27% merlot, 57% cabernet sauvignon, 
20% cabernet franc. The tunnel of acidity comes in to play here, but it is of a 
less fair-ride experience, it is effortless. Gorgeous, just so generous. 98-
99/100. Drink 2018-2045. 
 
La Clarté de Haut-Brion Blanc, Pessac Léognan 2010 
For the whites, the harvesters started very early, 6am to 14h with a miners 
light strapped to their heads, to ensure picking in freshness. From 1 sept,  to 
10 sept. No rot, transported in refrigerated trucks from the vines to the cellars. 
The blend is 83% semillon, 17% sauvignon blanc. Rich, honeyed nose, this is 
rich, and pure, utterly dry but with a real roundness of fruit and a full, frank mid 
palate. I love the minerality on this, and the delicate finish. 13.8% abv. 92/100. 
Drink 2015-2025. 



   
 

 
Chateau la Mission Haut-Brion Blanc, Pessac Léognan 2010 
81% semillon, 19% sauvignon blanc. Oh. Thrilling is the word for this wine. 
Vinification-wise, the grapes have a cold settling, then they start fermentation 
in vat and finish in barrels. To aerate and add complexity to the wine the team 
ensures a wide variety of yeasts. Such density of citrus fruit, incredible 
richness but mouth tingling acidity, this moves in distinct stages through your 
palate, which ensures that you engage with it physically from start to finish. 
47% new barrels ,14.3% abv. 97-98/100. Drink 2015-2030. 
 
Chateau Haut-Brion blanc, Pessac Léognan 2010  
46% new barrels, 14.4% abv, blend of 46% semillon, 54% sauvignon. Feel 
the alcohol just a touch more here, but it has melted, dissipated by the finish. 
Yet again, it is this incredibly deft, well textured fruit, carefully delineated, with 
passion fruit, stone fruits, plenty of citrus and rich, juicy elderflowers. I prefer 
the Mission Blanc by a nose, and the Haut-Brion red by a nose. 95/100. Drink 
2015-2030. 
 
 
Graves 
 
Ch Rahoul, Graves 2010 
Bright ruby colour, and a rich damson nose. This is fairly restrained on the 
attack, although heat seeps into the finish. Good brambly fruit, some lift, but 
not especially complex. Second tasting after the rest of the flight, does have 
more depth now it has opened up, and some attractive chocolate, but still not 
striking. 88/100. Drink 2016-2025. 
 
Ch Ferrande, Graves 2010 
Far more complexity on the nose, this has depth of fruit, and gentle spice. 
Excellent depth of fruit on the palate also, damson, black cherry, slight 
toasting, roasted almonds but not too obvious. 91/100. Drink 2017-2028. 
 
Ch de Chantegrive, Graves 2010 
Rich damson in colour. Some well textured fruit, but extraction is high on this 
one, as is the alcohol, giving a slightly drying finish. There is clear matiere 
here, and this estate has a good track record (with Hubert de Bouard as 
consultant), but the dry finish means the vibrancy of the primary fruit is lost. 
Still, there is promise. 89/100. Drink 2017-2025. 
 
Ch Haut Bergey, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Rich, well textured, some liquorice notes. Alcohol is high, but the tannins are 
well knitted, and the acidity high enough to deftly catch the alcohol, like a 
pitchers glove. Would prefer a lighter finish, but it's good. 93/100. Drink 2018-
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2030. 
 
Ch Smith Haut Lafitte, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Continuing a run of good vintages for this estate, this has a rich plum nose, 
and a fresh attack. There are evident chalky tannins, and clear fruit extraction 
(again, an organic programme that is paying off), but not integrated yet, and 
the heat is upsetting the balance in mid-palate. Still, it rights itself by the end, 
and I imagine this is just a little early to be tasting the wine. 92++/100. Drink 
2018-2035. 
 
Ch de Fieuzal, Pessac Léognan 2010 
More of the violet en primeur purple here, lovely pure fruit with some traces of 
minerality. I like this very much, juicy redcurrant, touches of gooseberry, 
excellent lift on the finish and very elegant. Lovely, lip-smacking wine. 
94++/100. Drink 2018-2035. 
 
Ch Latour Martillac, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Deep velvet red in colour with just an outer rim of violet. Touch of unbalanced 
heat, and drying tannins, but clearly a lot going on, and clearly a wine with 
ambition, built for the long haul. Thev manage almost entirely to pull 
themselves back from the brink of over extraction due to the acidity, but still 
this is a buckle-up wine. 91+/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch les Carmes Haut Brion, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Again, rich and red not bright violet. More mocha and coffee here, but quite 
pinched tannins and a slightly burnt flavour. Pulls it around, again because 
acidity lifts the palate on the finish, but not one of the best efforts. 87/100. 
Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Domaine de Chevalier, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Rich purple colour, with a sliver of vibrancy at the rim. Wonderful texture 
visually and a highly promising nose. Charcoal flavours, some smoky plum, 
touch of cassis, heavy tannic structure and a full mid-palate, but all very quiet, 
breathing slowly, clearly built for a long life. One of the best ever from this 
estate. 94+/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Bouscaut, Pessac Léognan 2010 
A touch obviously sweet on the nose, and a sweet, new oak punch on the 
palate (was the wine put into barrel too recently for this tasting?). Of course 
that will calm down over the next year. On the palate, there is heat, tannins, 
vanilla and sweet plum. Some spice, and thank god for the acidity, but not the 
best hest here for me. 88-89/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch de France, Pessac Léognan 2010 



   
 

Rich and dark in colour, the anthocyanins clear to see here, must have been 
small berry size and thick skins! Some obvious vanilla on the nose. Plenty of 
fruit but you need to breathe in to cool your mouth down from the alcohol 
here, and one of the very few where it sours the finish. The alcohol has 
knocked out a promising beginning. 88/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Pique Caillou, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Again, incredibly deep, velvety red, with some glass staining ruby at the rim. 
Full, spicy and focused on the nose, I am girding my loins for the big ride 
experience. Actually, although this is huge, they have the seatbelts on. Tons 
of fruit, tons of tannins, alcohol, acidity, you name it it's here, but overall this 
pulls it off. Might need to lie down though. 92-93/100. Drink 2018-2028 
 
Chateau Haut Bailly, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Warm vanilla pods and cedar on the nose. On the palate, the elegance comes 
in, with freshness that matches pace for pace the tannins and deep black 
fruits. Every element is in check, and unveils itself at a slow pace, like a 
wartime bride. This continues a run of increasingly successful vintages for this 
chateau, and even with the price rise introduced in 2009 (where it doubled 
from 2008), this is just effortlessly impressive. 95+/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Olivier, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Another estate that has produced high quality this year, better than their 2009. 
A vibrant, reflective purple, with big but well-controlled fruit extraction. 
Confident wine-making, big gooseberry redcurrant fruits and a tunnel of 
freshness in the mid-palate that pulls you through to the finish. Excellent. 
93/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau La Louviere, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Deep colour, and a smoky oak nose. Interesting soft red fruits on the palate, 
but a touch disjointed on the attack – not green exactly, but not generous, and 
it needs time to work itself out. 88/100. Drink 2019-2028. 
 
Chateau Larrivet Haut-Brion, Pessac Léognan 2010 
This is a rich wines; here we have black cherry and crème anglaise. Good 
acidity, a touch sour in the mid palate, and the fruit is a little unbalanced by 
the alcohol, but its potential shows with the long fresh finish. 89/100. Drink 
2019-2028. 
 
Chateau Carbonnieux, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Again, vibrant purple and a sweet, frank nose. Touch too vanilla, but attractive 
still, and as with so many wines this year the demanding levels of acidity in 
the mid-palate bring in the elegance. Good layers of fruit, but they have not 
controlled the alcohol as well as others here. The sweet cherry flesh nearly 
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saves it, but needs more balance. 89/100. Drink 2018-2028, 
 
Chateau Pape Clement, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Rich, deep in colour, enjoyable raspberry coulis on the nose. Powerful, 
burrowing fruits, with clear acidity but it needs it because this is a big wine, 
with high fruit extraction. Well controlled, precision winemaking, but not 
especially generous. Clearly potential though, and this is easily one of the 
best en primeur experiences that I have had with this wine, which for me can 
err on the side of too much. 2010 has proved a wonderful vintage for this style 
of wine because of the acidity. 93/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Chateau Malartic Lagraviere, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Glass staining, but still velvet not violet. Again, plenty of promise on the 
attack, a wine with ambition, and there is an excellent mouth-watering acidity 
on the finish. You have to engage physically with this wine, as the heat in the 
mid-palate takes time to dissipate, but it does so neatly, and brings you to a 
rich but fresh close of play. This is really a name to watch in Pessac-Leognan. 
92-93+/100. Drink 2018-2035. 
 
 
Whites 
 
Ch de Chantegrive, Graves 2010 
As with many of the PL whites this year, this is very pale in colour, light gold, 
barely even yellow. Lovely delicate, elderflower nose, and this has good, non-
agressive length. It's delicate, might not be to everyone's taste, have to look 
for it, soft hay and grassy aromas and on the palate, but I like it a lot. 90/100. 
Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Ch Carbonnieux, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Pretty closed on the nose, this sample is probably are a little too cold for fully 
accurate tasting, too much can be masked (someone cynically suggested the 
temperature was kept low to hide alcohol levels). Sweeter fruit, I imagine from 
batonnage and oak, but it has lovely, juicy mouthwatering freshness, and a 
good strong finish. Far more successful than the red wine at this estate in 
2010, and showing again just why it is regarded as one of the best whites in 
Bordeaux. Needs time. 94/100. Drink 2017-2030. 
 
Ch Bouscaut, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Slightly more weight to the colour here, and the nose reflects that with a touch 
of heavy wet grass. Touch of reduction at first, and alcohol creeps over the 
perception threshold. There is more to hold on to here, more of a gourmet 
style, but less elegance. Good if you are looking for a bigger style. 89-90/100. 
Drink 2015-2025. 



   
 

 
Ch La Louviere, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Still cloudy, as a number of these are. Juiciness is evident, so good acidity, 
and again these slightly elderflower, elderberry notes that give a slightly sour 
edge that will not be to everyone’s taste. I like this, but mid palate a little thin. 
Good length though, and again it is on the finish where these wines are 
coming into their own, with an uplift that is very attractive. 88/100. Drink 2015-
2025. 
 
Chateau Pique Caillou, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Again cloudy, lots of lees in suspension today. Sweet almost candyfloss on 
the palate here, and a touch unbalanced. Lovely juiciness, good fruit flavours, 
citrus and lime, but sour finish. 88-89/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau de Fieuzal, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Bright and clear, strong elderflower and gooseberry, mouthwatering citrus. 
Very well defined fryit, good depth of flavour, and this manages complexity, 
depth and frshness, with that gorgeous pesac leognan savoury edge. Very 
enjoyable in both colours this year. 93++/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Olivier, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Good round mouthfeel, and mouthwatering citrus, good bright, clean fruit. 
Alcohol high, but acidity to give balance, almost. 91-92/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Domaine de Chevalier, Pessac Léognan 2010 
More subdued on the nose, but big on the palate, with high alcohol that strips 
some flavour. Have to be so so careful with white wines, they are merciless at 
showing up alcohol, and this is not as successful for me as the rather fabulous 
red this year. Still, I can never drink this chateau without remembering how 
much I enjoy their white wines as they get older, and I would be more than 
happy to take a punt that this may develop brilliantly as well. 89+/100. Drink 
2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Rahoul, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Sauvignon cat’s pee smells, first one today. Pretty pleasant wine, damp grass, 
English picnics, delicate elderflower. Not huge, but pretty. 90/100. Drink 2015-
2025. 
 
Chateau de France, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Richer mid-yellow in colour. Quite a peaky acidty, not much of a mid palate. 
Think this misses a little, feels like it runs a knife through itself, commits hari 
kari before allowing the fruit to escape. Proof that you can be too thin. 86/100. 
Drink 2015-2025. 
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Chateau Haut Bergey, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Lovely citrus on the nose, this has a fresh and full attack, good summery 
aromas, a little too sherbety perhaps, and hot on finish, but okay. 89/100. 
Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Ch Ferrande, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Correct but unexciting. Good acidity, just a little thin on the finish. Still, there is 
grapefruit and gooseberry fruit in here, and they are clearly attempting to coax 
flavour forward. 88/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Ch Larrivet Haut Brion, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Here there is heat that comes in from the start, knocks the opening gambit off 
course. Good acidty manages to ready the tiller, and there is very promising 
persistance to the overall experience. Interesting, but not cohesive. 88-
89/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Ch Latour Martillac, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Green yellow tints, some pleasant, fresh fruits, gooseberries again, and the 
whole thing again reminds me of a rather English damp summery afternoon, 
quite romantic from my point of view! 92/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Pape Clement, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Slightly sweet sour, a good dim sum wine. But too hot in the mid-palate, and 
that dries things out on the finish. What a shame, was enjoying the nose and 
the first attack enormously. 88/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Malartic Lagraviere, Pessac Léognan 2010 
Some reduction on the nose, but it clears rapidly. On the palate, some zingy 
lime citrus and mouth-whoosing freshness. Quite subtle on the finish. 90-
92/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Smith Haut Lafitte, Pessac Léognan 2010 
 
Pale, classic cut-grass and hay aromas. Alcohol quite high, but good 
structure, excellent acidity that really grips, and there is excellent flinty 
complexity. Interesting, with a real extended finish, and great precision. 
93+/100. Drink 2015-2025. 

 

MARGAUX 
 



   
 

 
Overview 
 
An excellent showing for Margaux this year, again one of the best in recent 
memory and for me far more consistent than in 2009 (unlike, for example, 
Saint Emilion, which I felt as a whole did better last year). Usually in 
Bordeaux, high acidity means the grapes were not ripe enough, but that was 
not the case in 2010, due to the dry weather but cool evenings, meaning you 
could leave grapes to ripen, but still maintain their acidity levels. 
 
Pavillon Rouge de Chateau Margaux 
38% of overall production (and the same again for Chateau Margaux, leaving 
24% for the new third wine) 
66 cab, 30 merlot, 14% alcohol 
Very rich, focused plum flavours, I tasted the blending samples for this wine a 
few weeks ago, enjoyable to see the result. Some very focused tannins here, 
well integrated already. This is clearly an excellent Pavillon Rouge, obvious 
straight from the clarity of fruit, and the complexity, but the whole impression 
of the wine builds over time in the mouth. The power of 2010 is in the length 
and the precision, it is not a power that is immediately voluptuous, as  2009, 
where the power was in the fruit forward attack. Here it is in how the wine 
grips you, and demands attention. 94++/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Margaux, Premier Cru Classé Margaux 2010 Their highest level of 
cabernet sauvignon since 2006, at 90%, blended with 7% merlot, 1.5% 
cabernet franc, 1.5% petit verdot. 3.65pH. Alcohol levels at 13.5% were high 
for Chateau Margaux, but not for the vintage. A strikingly concentrated attack, 
everything is so knitted together, and again, it is an intellectual wine, as so 
many of the best ones are this year. The impact stretches out in your mouth, 
takes it time to unravel. In the mid-palate, the damsons and pure cassis come 
in, with rich minerality, clear tingling tannins, but overall a lightness of touch 
and purity on the finish. It's a gorgeous wine. 99-100/100. Drink 2025-2050. 
 
Pavillon Blanc, Bordeaux Blanc 2010 
No-one could accuse Pavillon Blanc of being a value pick in terms of absolute 
pricing (last year it came out at around €100 per bottle), but in terms of the 
First Growths, I would certainly argue that it is. As Thibault Pontallier, Chateau 
Margaux’s brand ambassador in Asia points out, ‘If it was called Chateau 
Margaux Blanc, it would be three times the price.’ This is the third year of their 
pure, more pared-back style, where they discard all but the first crush of juice, 
ensuring lower alcohol (13.5%) and well defined fruit. 100% sauvignon blanc, 
elderflower, lychee, some crab apple freshness. 94-95/100. Drink 2012-2030. 
 
Alter Ego de Chateau Palmer, Margaux 2010 
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51% cabernet sauvignon, 49% merlot , for 45% of production (50% into the 
first wine, 5% declassified). The nose is incredibly open, rich spicy plum 
aromas, wonderfully fresh at the same time. I love this year how the power is 
hidden behind the acidity, the freshness. This is a fantastic Alter Ego, very 
powerful, very clean flavours, totally beautiful length, with a delicate finish. A 
good 90 seconds before it even begins to dip. Tannins ever so slightly chalky, 
but that helps reinforce the freshness. 14.4% abv 94+/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Palmer, Margaux Grand Cru Classe 2010 
A successful combination of tension and power. The acidity is giving an 
incredibly balanced feel to what is clearly a huge wine. This has long been the 
only real contender from an investment point of view to Chateau Margaux in 
this appellation, and here again proves what a thrilling wine it is. 54% merlot, 
6% petit verdot, 40% cabernet sauvignon. pH3.65, 14.3% alcohol. 97/100. 
Drink 2022-2042. 
 
Chateau Branas Grand Poujeaux, Moulis-en-Médoc 2010 (from cru 
bourgeois tasting) 
This has plenty of structure and extraction, but some lovely top notes dancing 
around, definite coffee and chocolate, this feels accomplished and very 
international. 91/100. Drink 2015-2030. 
 
UGC Moulis, Listrac, Margaux 
Chateau la Tour de By, Medoc 2010 Lovely nose of blueberry muffin! Not 
exactly powerful compared to some, but great length, and very competent fruit 
structure. This is a clean and good sample, could be a little more generous. 
89+/100. Drink 2018-2028.    
Chateau Greysac, Medoc 2010 Rich, deep ruby red, good nose and fresh 
fruit attack, but a touch pinched in the mid palate, and some lack of balance 
from the alcohol. Extraction could have been more smoothly handled, but this 
offers good value, and has some real appeal. 88/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Chateau Maucaillou, Moulis en Medoc 2010 
Good extraction here, plenty of fruit and acidity, there is clear alcohol but it 
has balance, and the finish is long and elegant. Definite potential from owner 
Philippe Dourthe. 91+/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Poujeaux, Moulis en Medoc 2010 
Again, some excellent fruit expression here, rich blueberries and vanilla 
cream, slight toasted almonds on the finish, with good acidity. Continuing an 
excellent run of vintages from this estate, owned by the Cuvelier family of 
Clos Fourtet. 92/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Chasse Spleen, Moulis en Medoc 2010 



   
 

A concentrated and pretty massive wine, this for me is a touch less successful 
than Chasse Spleen in 2009, although there is a lot to work with and will 
definitely benefit from re-tasting a year from now. There is clearly a team hard 
at work on producing a stayer, but right now it is tightly zipped up, but in 
separate compartments. 88/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Chateau Fourcas Dupre, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
Like the nose here, black cherries, cedarwood. Some good extraction, alcohol 
a touch hot which is definitely throwing things off for me, but good length and 
interesting wet stone mineraity from mid-palate onward. 90/100. Drink 2018-
2028. 
 
Ch Fonreaud, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
A warm mellow nose, with a touch of rusticity. A little reduction on this, but it 
clears to reveal autumnal fruits. Slightly muted. 86/100. Drink 2018-2028 
 
Ch Clarke, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
Some lovely violet colour creeping in here. This is quite different, a restrained 
attack but chalky, fairly present tannins on the fnish, quite a different structure 
from many this year. Still, it works itself out, and I like that it is not too slick. 
90/100. Drink 2018-2028 
 
Ch Fourcas Hosten, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
Darker velvety red than some of its neighbours. A more classic structure, with 
the whoosh of fruit, tannins and acidity. Good length, well balance, all in 
check, successful. This bodes well for the new cellar and other investments 
recently carried out at this property. 92+/100. Drink 2018-2030 
 
Chateau Dauzac, Margaux 2010 
A slick production visually, with a vibrant violet rim. Slightly sucker-punches 
you on the attack, clearly a wine with ambition. As it plays out in the mid-
palate, this is successful, continuing a run of good vintages from this André 
Lurton-owned property. Good effort. 92/100. Drink 2018-2040 
 
Chateau d'Arsac, Margaux 2010 
A successful, (likely to be) well-priced choice, with softly worked fruits, 
revealing some floral notes, peony and violet alongside the darker fruits. The 
vines are still fairly young here, which may explain why things are a little 
lighter than many in 2010. 90/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Desmirail, Margaux 2010 
Attractive ruby and violet reflections in the wine. This is a big wine, the attack 
is a rush, a push and the land that we stand on is ours. Dark fruits, high 
acidity, high tannins. Touch hot, giving a little dryness on the finish. But 
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overall, impact and potential. 92/100. Drink 2017-2028. 
 
Chateau Giscours, Margaux 2010 
A brooding nose, and a fruit-filled attack. This is a big wine, making full use of 
the 2010 vintage. There is a veiled threat here, and as is so often the case in 
this vintage, you need to sit with it and give it time, to allow the abundant 
cassis and blueberry flavours to reveal themselves. 93-94/100. Drink 2020-
2040. 
 
Chateau Malescot St Exupery, Margaux 2010 
Some alcohol coming off this nose, but spiced fruits also, a spiced autumn 
fruit compote. Big, rich extraction, powerful acidity. Good length. These wines 
are getting into their stride, some very slick productions, like the texture of 
this, but finish a touch drying. 91-92/100. Drink 2020-2035. 
 
Chateau Rauzan Gassies, Margaux 2010 
Inky dark purple in colour, spiced nose of vanilla pods and black coffee. Silky 
in texture, and I like the restraint on the attack. Alcohol comes in mid palate, 
but paired with coffee beans and some bitter chocolate and damson. Real 
density of fruit and tannins, with an elegant edge. A classified 1855 growth 
that offers such excellent value is rare. 94/100. Drink 2018-2035. 
 
Chateau Monbrison, Margaux 2010 Back to a fresher violet purple. Slightly 
more muddled nose, and some brett on the palate. The balance of acidity, 
fruit and tannins is not quite worked out - sorry, but this is not working for me. 
86-/100. Drink 2015-2025. 
 
Chateau Lascombes, Margaux 2010 
Dark, silky, damson and cassis nose, again the texture is very silky, with 
some sweet new oak coming in to the mid palate, ever so slightly drying, but 
forgiveable. Gourmet in style, more like a 2009 voluptuous wine than the 
cerebral 2010s. Good, I like the chocolate dash on the finish. 93+/100. Drink 
2018-2035. 
 
Chateau Rauzan Segla, Margaux 2010 
60% cab sauvignon, 37% merlot, 2% cab franc, 1% petit verdot. Wonderful 
silky cassis notes from the intial attack, class and elegance here, just an 
effortless wine. There are now 4 hectares of organic vines (for now used in 
Segla, but should enter first wine over next few years). For now, this has a 
sweetness of fruit that builds slowly and subtly across the palate, balanced by 
well poised acidity. Lovely. 95/100. Drink 2020-2040. 
 
Ch Siran, Margaux 2010 Lovely glass/teeth staining purple, now is not the 
time to smile broadly. Good structure, built to last but with gorgeous minty 



   
 

freshness, eucalyptus, incredibly present, just tingles the end of your mouth. 
This is excellent stuff, Siran is definitely having a moment this year. 93/100. 
Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Angludet, Margaux 2010 
Nose just a touch rustic, although there is good depth of fruit on the palate, 
and a good measured use of oak. 89-90/100. Drink 2017-2028. 
 
Ch Marquis de Terme, Margaux 2010 Ripe rich ruby red, Dorothy's slippers 
(there's one every year). Quite different, not a sucker punch, more of a bear 
hug, more profound, well worked fruits, rather than in your face, again a wine 
full of texture, velvet rather than satin. Quite subtle in the scheme of (crazy, 
big 2010) things. 91-93/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Kirwan, Margaux 2010 
Bright vibrant purple, medium intensity. Quite like this, packed full of fresh 
vibrant fruits, tons of intensity but with a sense of freshness and fun. Again, 
could have stepped out of 2009. 93-94/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Prieure Lichine, Margaux 2010 Darker stewed damson fruits. Good 
tannic structure and mouthpuckering acidity, one to go the distance. Some 
precision engineering going on here, a good showing. 93+/100. Drink 2018-
2030. 
 
Ch Dufort Vivens, Margaux 2010 Midnight velvet not violet, rich damson on 
the nose, with a little heat. Pretty good, but lacks the subtlety and finesse that 
the last two wines had in spades. Correct, good extraction, but lacks 
precision, 90/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch du Tertre, Margaux 2010 Vety dark ruby in colour, with some violet 
reflections. Like the nose, vanilla pods, cassis puree, lovely hints of savoury 
herbs that bring in an element of refreshing subtlety. Some seams of acidity in 
the mid palate that threatens to become dominant along with the alcohol, but 
it corrects itself on the finish. Good texture, elegant black fruits, hidden power. 
92-93/100. Drink 2020-2032. 
 
Ch Brane Cantanac, Margaux 2010 A rich, fairly developed nose, less 
hidden power, less coiled spring, more immediate pleasure. Slightly on the 
gourmet side, there is a lot to like here. 92/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Labegorce, Margaux 2010 Rich, full extraction, seems to miss the acidity 
of the year. This is big, with an instant hit of rich brambly fruits, but for me 
doesn't quite reach that wonderful acidity-fruit-tannin tunnel of the year. 88-
89/100. Drink 2018-2025. 



  Jane Anson  
 
 
Ch Cantenac Brown, Margaux 2010 
Plenty of matiere going on, taking full advantage of the powerfullly ripe fruits 
that the vintage gave winemakers, and sone thrilling acidity to send the black 
fruits on a search and rescue mission through your palate. The alcohol takes 
over just a little too much for me on the finish, but this continues a wonderful 
run of vintages for Cantanac Brown, dating back to 2008 for me. 92-93+/100. 
Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Ferriere, Margaux 2010 Lovely colour and warm, inviting nose, a little 
drying on the finish, and the fruit is wide and frank rather than deep and 
concentrated. Potential. 90/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
 

CRU BOURGEOIS, OTHER 
 
 
Cru Bourgeois Tasting 2010 
I tasted around 170 chateaux, including many that have not been in recent cru 
bourgeois tastings, because of course this is the new Alliance. I believe 
overall, there are around 30% new members that were not on the 2003 list. It 
meant there were some interesting discoveries, although to be honest I 
missed a number of the former superieur and exceptionnel properties that 
were no longer included. Overall, it reconfirmed my thoughts on most of the 
wines at this level - if you are wanting to drink them in five years time, go 
2009, if you are drinking in 10 years time, go 2010. 
 
 
Ch Cap Leon Veyrin, Listrac Medoc 2010 
Hugely dark and extracted, the nose has roasted candy aromas. High alcohol, 
but the texture is silky smooth. 60% merlot, 35% cabernet sauvignon, 5% petit 
verdot. 89/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch Capdet, Listrac Medoc 2010 
Good restraint on this, although still a huge wine. Rich extraction, but there is 
good freshness to balance it out. These wines build in layers progressively, 
interesting. Slightly burnt feel on the very end. 90/100. Drink 2017-2027 
 
Ch Lafon, Listrac Medoc 2010 
Owned by brother and sister Pierre-Jean Théron and Marie-Hélène Yung-
Théron, this chateau has had a successful year. More closed on the nose 
than some, and again a hugely deep, brooding colour. On the palate though, 



   
 

there is dark blueberry and blackberry, almost closed but lovely texture, real 
wet stone minerality here, slippery and enticing. 45% cabernet sauvignon, 
55% merlot. 91/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Fonreaud, Listrac Medoc 2010 
Some toasted, charred oak on the nose, but a touch too much oak on the 
palate, that makes it lose its primary fruit. Perhaps just put into barrel too 
recently for the en primeur tasting, as the chateau has a good track record, 
and done much work over the past few years. Struggling right now, look to 
restaste in bottle. 87-88/100. Drink 2018-2027. 
 
Ch l'Ermitage, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
There is a richly spiced nose here, with a pleasantly smooth texture on the 
palate, and the whole thing manages to life the pedal at the last minute, giving 
that refreshing minty finish that the Medoc can do so well, but not all  have 
achieve in block-busting 2010. 91+/100. Drink 2028-2028 
 
Ch Saransot Dupre, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
Good nose, tight structure, a little too squeezed, and big alcohol takes over. 
Can see it unfurling over time, potential here, but altogether too self-
conscious. 88/100. Drink 2018-2026. 
 
Ch Lestage, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
Mire open, spread-out nose, tons of percolating coffee and bitter chocolate, it 
has a difficult mid palate, but smooths out on the finsih. Potential, if over 
worked on the oak again, and hot. 87-88/100. Drink 2017-2026. 
 
Clos la Boheme, Haut Medoc 2010 
Owned by Christine Nadalié of Nadalié barrel makers, this has as you might 
expect sweetly scented new oak (it is aged in 70% new barrels), but already 
well integrated, with real finesse on the finish. There is a touch of heat, but a 
lot to enjoy in this wine. Vines located just a few metres from the Margaux 
appellation, this is an even blend of cabernet sauvignon and merlot. 90/100. 
Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Biston-Brillette, Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
Huge extraction and slightly pinched flavours, can imagine swaggering pride 
in the cellars, but consumers need a warning to wait a good while before 
opening these. There is good structure here, but it is a long long way from 
softening, and will require patience. 50% merlot, 50% cabernet sauvignon, 
30% new oak. 88-90/100. Drink 2019-2030. 
 
Ch Serilhan, Saint Estephe 2010 
Good nose, promising tightly packed black fruits. On the palate also, some 
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silky fruits coming through; blackberry, vanilla pods and a touch of dusted 
cocoa powder. And alcohol in check, this has balance and is a very 
successful wine. This estate is teetering on the brink of wider recognition, 
particularly since Hubert de Bouard came on board as consultant, and here it 
proves why. 93/100. Drink 2017-2030. 
 
Ch Anthonic, Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
Enjoyabe, with teased out aromas and clearly delineated flavour strands. 
Some discernable blackberry, morello cherry and integrated oak. Like this. 
91+/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Caroline, Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
Lovely nose here, seductive, with charred cedar oak but not overpowering. 
Good fresh flavours, loses some points for not taming alcohol sufficiently, but 
good potential. 88-90/100 Drink 2018-2028. 
 
Ch Brillette, Moulis-en-Medoc 
Slightly subdued but charming nose, with clear black fruits. Good silky texture, 
but here the alcohol bites, and is far too prevalent on the finish, making the 
firm fruits brittle. 88/100. Drink 2018-2026. 
 
Ch Vieux Moulin, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
This is all big extracted flavours and very little subtlety. Not sure that it works 
really, very few nuanced layers, although plenty of punch. It will have an 
audience, but it seems to take the power of 2010 without celebrating the 
freshness. 86-87/100 
 
Ch la Tour de Bessan, Margaux 2010 
I like this, well balanced with good rich fruits, and it doesn’t leave you gasping 
for breath as many this year are doing. Perhops not one for the major long 
haul, but one that will be approachable and pleasurable within five years. 
91/100. Drink 2016-2026. 
 
Ch Senejac, Haut Medoc 2010 
This is fast becoming known as ‘the cheapest Pontet Canet you can buy’ 
(because its consultant is Jean-Michel Comme). It has an earthy nose, and a 
real terroir feel, together with sparkling fruit. It's good, well balanced, with heat 
from the alcohol that warms but doesn’t bite. 37% merlot, 48% cabernet 
savignon, 11% cabernet franc, 4% petit verdot, aged in 20% new oak (the rest 
one year old barrels). Made all the more poignant of course by the fact that 
owner Lorraine Cordier died just a few weeks after these tastings. 92-93/100. 
Drink 2017-2030 
 
Ch Fonbadet, Pauillac 2010 



   
 

One of the most affordable Pauillacs you can buy, which has got to be worth 
something! But amazingly, they have managed to bring a few vegetal notes 
into the wine, suggesting full phenolic ripeness not reached. It is soft, with 
some appeal, but underperforming for the vintage. 87/100. Drink 2016-2025. 
 
Ch Tour Sieujean, Pauillac 2010 
Not a huge impact on the first attack, but after a slow start, there are some 
pleasant autumnal fruit characteristics in the mid palate. A reasonable low 
priced Pauillac, if underperforming for the vintage. 87/100. Drink 2016-2026. 
 
Ch les Grands Chenes, Medoc 2010 
Interesting that Magrez has remained in the cru bourgeois. This is massive, a 
definite one for the boys. But I am not entirely put off by that; there is some 
real interest here, and finely knit tannins. The issue for me is whether the 
massive alcohol, and the big extraction leaves room for anything else. 
However, it has a sense of swagger and fun, and well made. 92/100. Drink 
2018-2028. 
 
Ch Leboscq, Saint Estephe 2010 
You can taste the difference in this cru bourgeois tasting between the estates 
that can handle the high alcohol and make it okay by balancing it out with 
other qualities, and those that get swamped by it. At Leboscq, they handle it 
well. This is slippery wet stones, rich cassis, and good freshness. 92/100. 
Drink 2017-2029. 
 
Ch Rollan de By, Medoc 2010 
Lovely open and expressive nose. Plenty of new oak going on here, giving 
sweetness and structure. The alcohol is high, but it is balanced, and almost in 
check. Made with an eye of who will be drinking it, which is no bad thing. 70% 
merlot, 10% cabernet sauvignon, 10% cabernet franc, 10% peitit verdot. 
100% new oak barrels (and malolactic in 50% new oak). 91/100. Drink 2018-
2028. 
 
Ch Bellevue de Tayac, Margaux 2010 
I like this, despite slightly heavy alcohol on the attack. The flavours on the 
mid-palate are deeply fruited and complex, with some very nice coffee beans 
and liquorice root. Good finish also, with a lift. 92/100. Drink 2017-2027. 
 
Ch d'Arsac, Margaux 2010 
This chateau is really starting to bring out consistent wines, with softly worked 
fruits, revealing some floral notes, peony and violet alongside the darker fruits. 
The vines are still fair.young here, which may explain that things are a little 
fresher. I like it, a good mid priced Margaux. 92/100. Drink 2018-2026. 
 



  Jane Anson  
 
Ch Tour des Termes, Saint Estephe 2010 
Some promise, but a little reserved. Overall, this is in balance, but too held 
back on all accounts. Feel they were working to avoid over-extraction, but 
held back too much. 60% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet 
Franc, 5% Petit Verdot. 87/100. Drink 2017-2025. 
 
Ch Franquet Grand Poujeaux, Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
An interesting and well layered nose, blackberry crumble with vanilla 
sweetness. But oh my god the alcohol is high on the finish, scything through 
the good stuff. 88/100. Drink 2016-2026. 
 
Ch Dutruch Grand Poujeaux, Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
Some interesting strands of flavour, that definitely show promise. Quite dusky 
flavours, and the tannins are well worked, with alcohol in balance. Big rather 
than succulent, but interesting. 89/100. Drink 2017-2017 
 
Chateau Branas Grand Poujeaux, Moulis-en-Médoc 2010 
This has plenty of structure and extraction, but some lovely top notes dancing 
around, definite coffee and chocolate, this feels accomplished and very 
international. 50% Merlot, 45% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. 70& 
new barrels. Stephane Derenoncourt is consultant at this estate, owned by 
the Onclin family. 91/100. Drink 2018-2030. 
 
Ch Pomeys, AOC Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
Touch more restraint on the attack, but this doesn’t have enough fruit to 
balance out the oak and ends up very drying. 85-87/100. Drink 2016-2024. 
 
Ch Reverdi, Listrac-Medoc 2010 
Nose and attack are smothered in oak, making the tannins feel quite forced. I 
do like the licquorice that is there, but overall not successful 86/100. Drink 
2016-2025 
 
Ch la Mouline, Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
The nose is a touch disconnected, any primary fruit is smothered by oak. 
Tried this one twice to check it wasn’t the sample, but on the palate also the 
use of oak made the whole effect too drying. Of course there is the en primeur 
oak effect, but it should not be this unbalanced. 84/100. Drink 2016-2024. 
 
Ch la Garricq, Moulis-en-Medoc 2010 
Soft and even flirtatious, amazing in the context of the vintage. This is a 
gentler wine, and might be one to approach earlier than many on display. 
Good balance of flavours, and nice lift on the finish. Don’t expect it to last for 
20 years, but plenty of pleasure here. 89/100. Drink 2016-2025. 
 



   
 

Ch la Bridane, St Julien 
Directly opposite Leoville las Cases, but despite the obvious terroir, this is 
nearly there but not quite. Great fruit, but alcohol is climbing upwards and the 
finish is a little too hot. Disappointing for the vintage. 88/100. Drink 2016-
2026. 
 
Ch Bellegrave, Pauillac 2010 
This has the lovely en primeur purple, and tastes like you hope it should at 
this stage, full of bright clean fruit, not trying too hard but really successful. 
92+/100. Drink 2018-2026. 
 
Ch du Glana, Saint Julien 2010 
Slightly exotic and flamboyant on the nose, and bright violet purple, o the 
palate this has again some good freshness to it, but the fruit flavours don’t 
quite carry through from the nose. 91/100. Drink 2016-2026. 
 
Ch Preuillac, Medoc 2010 
Continuing a run of good vintages at this estate, owned by Jean-Christophe 
Mau. The nose immediately tells you there is oak here, but pleased to find the 
sweet tannins that have been far less evident than I expected from these cru 
bourgeouis. It's a big wine, another one for the boys, but I like it, and from 
experience it ages well and gives lots of pleasure. 90-91/100. Drink 2016-
2026. 
 
Ch Lalande, St Julien 2010 
Pleasant, open and spicy nose, if a touch of rustic, this has good strong fruit, 
but again for me alcohol dominant. It has plenty of potential, good tannins if a 
little rustic compared to some of its peers. 89-90/100. 
 
Ch Cambon la Pelouse, Haut Medoc 2010 
There are firm fruits here, rich blackberries and touches of liquorice, and a 
good structure. Should be approachable fairly young, and offer a good 
alternative to some of the more robust wines of 2010. 50% Merlot, 45% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot. 88-90/100. Drink 2016-2024. 
 
L’Aura de Cambon, Margaux 2010 
Bright, clean fruit, pleasantly contemporary in feel. High alcohol, but good firm 
fleshy fruits and a flamboyant style. Enjoyable. 90/100. Drink 2018-2026. 
 
Ch Teynac, Saint Julien 2010 
This is seriously good wine, fleshy and firm, well balanced, and incredibly 
good value. 91/100. Drink 2018-2028. 
 


