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Chateau Latour 
 
 
At the southern entrance to Pauillac, just after the vines of Saint Julien, the 
low stone wall surrounding the main 47 hectare plot of Chateau Latour, known 
as L’Enclos, marks out its most famous vines. Rising 10 metres from the 
ground is a round tower which was formerly a dovecote, but was reportedly 
built from the stones of the original tower – dating back to the 14thth century - 
which gave the estate its name. The river Garonne is clearly visible at the far 
side of the softly sloping vineyard, as is the 19th century chateau standing at a 
discreet distance from the modern, sleek buildings which house the offices 
and tasting rooms. 
 
Latour has the reputation of being the most consistent of the First Growths, 
producing year-on-year a muscular, concentrated powerhouse of a wine 
which offers the ageing potential of an average human life span.  Owned by 
billionaire businessman François Pinault (who counts Gucci, Christie’s and 
the Palazzo Grassi among his other prizes), Latour is run by his son François-
Henri Pinault, with CEO and president Frederic Engerer in charge in 
Bordeaux. 
 
We are firmly in luxury territory here, with all that that entails. Every detail is 
honed to perfection, from the all-white tasting rooms with their floor-to-ceiling 
windows overlooking the vines, to the gleaming stainless steel fermentation 
room, fully renovated in 2001 and containing 66 stainless steel vats ranging 
from 12 to 170 hectolitres. In the ageing cellar, the wine rests for 18 months in 
100% new oak, with each barrel of the highest quality French oak, selected by 
12 different cooperage houses. Just behind the cellar, the final touches 
include an on-site bottling line, where corks are tested and retested, and each 
bottle is individually wrapped – by hand – in silk paper to protect the label. A 
certificate of provenance, marking the number of each bottle, and assuring 
that it has been bottled at the estate, is included in every case. Each bottle 
has a code on the neck to ensure full traceability. 
 
Recent changes here concentrate mainly on the method of farming in the 
vines, which is increasingly following biodynamic practices. Ploughing with 
horses was reintroduced in 2008. Today there are 20 hectares farmed 
biodynamically, with a further 30 hectares organic, all located within L’Enclos, 
and we can expect that figure to rise over the next few years. In total, Latour 
has 85 hectares of vines, both inside and outside L’Enclos. This is the estate 
with the most Cabernet Sauvignon planted of all the Firsts – over 80% of the 



vines, with the remainder being 18% Merlot, and a small amount of Cabernet 
Franc and Petit Verdot. The first wine is invariably over 90% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, with the other grapes making up more of the blend in the second 
wine, Les Forts de Latour, and the third wine, Pauillac de Latour. 
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